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way Commissioner in the other States
receives more than, and some of them
twice as much as, the salary of Mr.
George. I am not now speaking to
members of Parliament: I am speaking,
through this House, to the country.
Members here have sense enough to
know that for such a position £1,500 a
year is not a big salary. But this is the
point at which the people look; and I
should like the public to reflect that
X1,500 a year is a very meagre salary for
a man in the position of Mr. George. I
should favour one Oommissiouer instead
of three: however, I do not expect to
have all my own way.

MR. TAYLOR: You can rest assured of
that.

MR. GORDON: I am quite content to
follow the Government, if they do depart
from my line of policy.

MR. DOHERTY: You are one of the
"blind followers."

Ma. GORDON: I wish I were deaf to
some of your interjections, anyhow. The
question of the Coolgardie Water Scheme
is practically settled.

MR. DOHERTY: It hits not commenced
yet.

MR. GORDON: I was hoping that
the bone of contention which was fought
over so vigorously last session, and which
gave rise to so much hitter feeling, had
disappeared; but it seems it has not, for
this is something which the Opposition

Seem to hang on. However, we may
congratulate ourselves that to a great
extent the question is settled. I do not
intend to deal any farther with the
Governor's Speech. I regret I am not
sitting with members on the Opposition
side of the Housej to take advantage of
the glorious feeling they must have that
now there is a majority on the Govern-
ment side, there will be some good
accomplished for the benefit of the
country.

On motion by MR. NANsoN, debate
adjourned until the next sitting.

ADJOURNMhE NT.

On motion by the PREMIER, the House
adjourned until the next Tuesday after-
noon at 4830 o'clock.

ILegislatibe Council,
Twesday, 22nd fusdy, 1902.

New Mernber-Papers presented-Sessional Ordens.
Cuomittes,eto.-Addressinreply. seond day of
debate-Adjournmet.

THE PRESIDENT tool- the Chair at

4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

NEW MEMBER.
HoN. J. D. CONNOLLY, who had not

been present at the previous sitting, took
and subscribed the oath of allegiance as
required by law, and signed the members'
roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MINISnT FOR LANDS: 1,
Regulations under "The Trade Ulnions
Act, 1902." z, Regulations under "The
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration
Act, 1902." 3, Report of Royal Com-
mission ap)pointed to inquire into and
report upon the conduct And. completion
of the Coolgatrdie Water Scheme. 4,
Report on Dealings with Class B
Reserves, as directed by " The Per-
manent Reserves Act, 1899." 5, Regula-
tions unader "The Land Act, 1898," and
Amendments. 6, By-laws under "The
Cemeteries Act, 1897," and Amendments;

" Parks and Reserves Act, 1895";
" Roads Act, 1888," and Amendments.

Order: To lie on the table.

SESSIONAL ORDERS.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Ron.
A. Jameson) moved:

That, unless otherwise ordered, the House
do meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursidays, at
4,S0 p.m., and sit until 6-30 pin. if necessary,
and if requisite from 7,30 p.m. onwards.

Put and passed.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

On motions by the MINISTER FOR
LANDS. Committees for the session were
appointed as follow:

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.-The President,
with Hon. H. Blriggs, and the mover;
with leave to sit during any adjournment
and during recess, and auithority to act
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jointly with tihe Library Committee of
the Legslative Assembly,

STANDING ORDERS CoanwTrg-The
President, with Hon. T, W. Hackett and
the mover; with leave to sit during any
adjournment, and authority to confer on
matters of mutual concernment with any
committee appointed for similar purposes
by the Legislative Assembly.

HOUSE COMMTEE.-The President ,with Hon. W, T. toton, Hon. Sir E.
Wittenoom, and the mover;: with power
to act during the recess, and to confer
with any similar committee of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

PRINTINGCOAMITTEE. -The President ,with Hon. G. Ranclell, Hon. M. L~. moss,
and the mover.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.
SECOND DAY OF DEBATE.

Debate resumed from the previous
Thursday.

HON. C. SOMMERS (Noahb-East)
Like the miover and seconder of the
Address- in -reply, I rejoice at the
recovery of His Majesty the King fromn
the serious illness which befel him on
the eve of his intended coronation. Cer-
tainlv, if the good wishes of the large
majority of the people of the Empire
could have broughit~ about His Maj esty's
recovery, then that recovery was inevit-.
able. The intended departure of His
Excellency the Governor, referred to in
the second paragraph of the Speech, is,
needless to say, a matter of extreme
regret to myself, as to every member of
the community. One and all of us are
deeply sorry to lose His Excellency's
Services. Sir Arthur Lawley's intention
to complete his term here was evidenced
by the active interest which 'he took in
all public questions and social and other
matters. The degree of interest dis-
played by His Excellency Shows that he
has the interests of the community at
heart. In his efforts to promote the
public welfare he has been greatly
assisted by Lady bawley, and certainly
the places of both will prove hard to fill.
[MrUMnsns: Hear, bear.] At the same
time, it must be conceded that the
Imperial Government, in selecting Sir
Arthur Lawley for the important position
he is about to fill, have shown no less. an
appreciation than ours of his high

abilities. While regretting the loss
sustained by this State, Yet I must
congratulate His Exce1enci- on the pro-
motion, as I take it, now being offered.
him. A man of the greatest tact is
needed to fill the position of Governor in
a new country, and especially a, country
in which there are such diverse and
clashing interests, I feel assured that
the tact displayed hy His Excellency here
will stand him in good stead in his new
sphere of activity. I can but re-echo the
sentiments of regret expressed by the
paragraph of the Speech dealing with the
death of our late Premier, and also
voiced by the mover and seconder of the
Address-in-reply. As one who has had
the honour of serving a short termn
under the late Mr. Leake, I can but
pronounce his loss a severe one to
the State. He was every inch a man,
an honourable, high-minded gentleman,
and the possessor of great abilities.
I exceedingly regret his loss, and I desire
to convey my sympathy to Mrs. Thake
and the members of her family in their
heavy bereavement. I. have pleasure in
tendering to Mr. James, our new Premier,
my congratulations on the attainment of
his high office. and on the foresight
displayed by him in securing the services
of Dr. Jameson as leader in this Houise.
We all know Di. Jampson's whole-
hearted devotion to his work in this
Chamber, and I feel assured that so loig
as he retains office-and I hope his term
may be a long one-he will enjoy the
respect and confidence of every member.
All of us are glad to learn from the
Speech that the rate of immigration and
the general state of our finances are both
sources of satisfaction. We must also
be pleased to know that the Government
intend to use their best efforts to in-
crease still farther thp flow of population
to our shores, and to foster our indus-
tries. Paragraph 8 of His Excellency's
Speech touches on the management of
the Railway Department. and here I
reach a matter to which I must take the
most decided objection. We are told
that after Mr. John Davies's services had
been dispensed with, it was thought
necessary to fill the vacancy by the
appointment of a Commissioner. We
all knew, of course, that Someone would
have to take Mr. John Davies's place,
and naturally every one of us believed

[COUNCIL.] Sec&nd day.
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and felt satisfied that no effort would be
wanting on tbe part of the Government
to fill the vacancy with the man best
qualified for it by previous experience.
The railways are the great revenue-
earning department of the State, and it
is imperative for good administration
that the man to whose care they are
committed should know something about
their management. We find, however,
that Mr. W. 3. George has been ap-
pointed to the vacancy. Mr. George may
be, and I dare say is, a very good busi-
ness man in his own particular depart-
mnent; but the course of putting a man
such as he into a post like that of Com-
missioner of Railways, taking him wholly
on trust, is equivalent to the making (if
an experiment such as I think we can ill
afford to try at thi3 particular juncture.
I have been at some pains to ascertain
Mr. George's qualifications for his new
appointment, and I learn that he has had
a good deal of expeiienee in the con-
struction of railway' s. That may be
so. 1 dare say Mr. George knows
just about as much of making earth-
works and building bridges a any other
man in time State. His abilities in that
direction may be very great; and had we
needed in the Public Works Department
a man to supervise works of this descrip-
tion, possibly Mr-. George's services would
have been of great value to us. In the
Railway Department, however, we do not
require an expert in railway construction,
for that matter is looked after hy the
Public Works Department; but we do
require a man of considerable experience
in the handling of laree traffic, both
passenger and goods, and in the manage-
went of men. If any attention whatever
is to be paid to rumour, there is urgent
necessity in tbe Railway Department for
an administrator of great tact and long
experience, more particularly as regards
the handline of men. The railway ser-
vants are. I believe, deeply discontented
at the present time, as they have been in
the past. Therefore, only a man of great
practical knowledge and experience, a
man to whom the railway servants could
look up as knowingr the work to be done
and competent to see that work done,
should be placed in charge of the depart-
ment. Mr. George, of course, is appointed,
and I suppose we shall have to put up
with his management, which I am sure r

hope may turn out to be of the very best.
The salary attaching to the office is*
£1,500 per annum, which is not veryv
large remuneration; indeed, not nearly
sufficient for the holder of the position.
I am told that the appointment is for five
years, and that possibly Mr. George is
entitled to a kind of two-y' ears' retiring
allowance if the Government wish to dis-
pense with his services at the end of the
period of five years. Seeing we have
done so long without a manager of rail-
was-

How. B. G. IBunon: Done so well, do
you sayP

How. 0. SOMMERS: Seeing we have
dlone so badly for smuch a great length of
time, I think we might have gone on
doing badly for another two or three
weeks in order that Parliament might be
allowed some say in the disposal of the
railways management. Evern effort, we
are told, has been made to obtain the
most suitable man for the position; and
after all those exertions, it appears the
Government had to fall back on Mr.
George. I should like to know, however,
what attempts really have been made to
secure the services of a thoroughly quali-
fled expert. So far as I can learn, no
efforts have been made to engage such a
man in the Eastern States, or at home,
or in America. I venture to say it would
have paid the Government to offer special
inducements in order to secure the ser-
vices of one of the highest experts in
railway' management obtainable. We
are now embarked on an utterly new
experiment. We are asking a man who
has had no railway training whbatever,
except as regards railway construction-
no doubt Mr. George knows a good deal
about a boiler, both inside and out-to
take commercial charge of our railway
system. We do not want a man of iMr.
George's description for that purpose.

How. R. G3. BuaGEs: What about the -
management of menF

How. C. SOMMERS: I really do not
know that Mr. George has bad experience
in managing large numbers of men. In
any case, the men to be overseen on the
construction of railways are of a very
different class from the highly skilled
officers employed in conducting the traffic
of our railway system. I can therefore
only regard Mr. George's appointment as
a blot on the Administration, and as an
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experiment on which we can ill afford to
venture at this particular juncture. We
are told that two other Commissioners
are to be appointed, making a board of
three in all. Presumably, the appoint-
ment of Mr. George, being the first made,
is the best and most suitable appoint-
ment. Assuming this to be the case, and
1 udging- of the two Commissioners to be
app)ointed by the sample of expert
already* selected, I fear the plight of the
Railway Department will soon be a sorry
one. If too many cooks spoil a br-oth,
the result of the efforts of three bad
cooks is likely to be disastrous. How-
ever, Mr. George is to stay at the Rail-
ways, and I c:an only hope his stay
there will be for the best. It is our duty
to give him all possible assistance, now
he is appointed. I must repeat, never-
theless, that the appointment is a blot on
the record of the Administration, which
should never have taken such at leap in
the dlark as to select a man of so little
experience as Mr. George. There is
another aspect of the case which does not
commend itself to me. At the time of
his appointment Mr. George was a memn-
her of Parliament; he was anl Opposition
member who had given the Government
a great deal of trouble. Therefore, nasty
things can be said, or may be said, about
the appointment. In passing from that
aspect of the case, I have to say that the
system which permits of such appoint-
ments is a bad one, and that if in future
members of Parliament are to be
appointed to offices of profit other than

porffoli', they should first have re-
signed thir seats for a period of, any, six
months. Indeed, I believe there is some
such provision in our Constitution. ITam
not sufficiently well versed in constitu-
tional matters to speak positivel 'y, but I
do understand the course I have described
to be obligatory. If it is not, then the
sooner it is made obligatory the better
for the protection and safety of the State.
Paragraph 10 deals with the matter of
redistribution of seats. Curtailment of
the number of members of Parliament is
not referred to in His Excellency's
Speech; but the Premier, in his address
delivered in the Town Hall, informed us
that the Government would submit a
Redistribution of Seats Bill, whereby it
was proposed to reduce the membership
of this House from 30 to 21, and that of

the Assembly from 50 to 46. Icertainly
agree that we ought to have a Redistni-
bution of Seats Bill; but I cannot agrre
that there should be any reduction in the
number of members. In the Eastern
States, where proposals to reduce the
membership of Parliament have been
favourably received, there is some ground
for such a proceeding. Here, however,
we have an enormous new territory, and
an earlier portion of the Speech asks us
to congratulate ourselves on the fact that
the increase of population is rapid. This
increase is proceeding, and must con-
tinue; our resources must be developed;
people must continue to look to Western
Australia as at good outlet for their
energy and capital. Thmerefore, if we do
cut down the number of members it will
not be long before we shall have to
increase it again. An amendment of the
Constitution Act was made only two or
three years ago, and continual tinker-
ing with the Uonstitution is to be
greAly deprecated. In any case, how-
ever, the proposal of the Govern-
ment is absolutely ridiculous. They
calmly announce their intention to reduce
the m~embership of this House from S0 to
21-by nine, mark you-and the mem-
bership of the Assembly from 50 to 46,
by only four. The proposal is utterly
preposterous. There is no proportion
between the two decreases proposed.

MEMBER: The Government certainly
do not observe the same ratio.

HoN. C. SOMMERS: No; they do
not. In view of the shifting nature of
the goldfields population, it is absolutely
necessary that we should have an amend-
ment of the Constitution Act. Two or
three years ago there may have been
5,000 or 10,000 electors in a particular
district-enough to return even two

Imembers-whilst at the present day the
population of that district may have gone
down considerably, most of its former resi-
dents having transferred themselves to
another district, which, in its turn, is
entitled to increased representation. A
glance at the voters' list of the State
discloses some ridiculous anomalies; in
some cases the number of electors in a
district is absurdly low, whilst in others
it is far too highl. The necessity for
redistribution thus becomes apparent to
every one. I certainly shall oppose,
however, any reduction in the number of
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members in either House. I may express
my belief that, with our enormous terri-
tory, our rapidly developing resourcues,
and the continuing influx of -population,
the probability is that if we reduce the
numerical str~ength of Parliament, we
shall have to raise it again before very
long. Whether that belief be well-
founded or ill-founded, and admitting
for the moment that the number of
members is now greater than it should
be, the fact remains that it can be only a.
matter of a. year or two when the popu-
lation will have so increased as to make
reversion to the present membership
necessary. I note with pleasure the pro-
posal to appoint at hoard for the manage-
ment and control of the Fremantle
Harbour Works. Any Bill with this
object will receive my support, since it
can result in nothing but good. I note
that a. similar arrangement is in contem-
platirn for the ports of Albany, Gerald-
ton, and Enbury; and from this also
nothing but good can spring, provided
care be taken to appoint suitable men
and to specif 'y their duties accurately.
The proposal in connection with the
increase of our railways, especially the
Suggestion to take thie railway o.,n to
Laverton, has my hearty support., I
know in that district the lines pay well,
and that the gold field there is very rich
indeed. People are paying large prices:
for carriage, and aLn extension of the line
will he a great boon, will hie profitable,
and will mean the pushing forward of the
industry. It is amatter~f congratulation
that the Coolgardie Water Scheme is
approaching completion. It is a very
great work, and at the present time is
returning very little money for interest
and sinking fund. I say this work should
be pushed on, not only because it is a
boon to the residents of the goldfields, who
art- waiting for water, but so as to get
some revenue aud to pay something
towards sinkring fund and interest. I
see by paragraph 19, sub-paragraph B,
of the Governor's Speech, that the question
of raising a farther loan to carry out
farther works, and, amongst other things,
for the reticulation in the goldields towns
for the water supply is mentioned. I am
afraid that unless this matter be pushed
fo 'ward very rapidly we shall have the
water to the goldfields before we have the
reticulation ready. As soon as the money

is raised the work should be tat-en
vigorously in hand; but I am afraid the
water will reach the goldfields before the
means of distributing it are provided;
and as I said before, we are laying out a
large sum of money on this work, there-
fore the sooner the reticulation is provided
the better. I trust the Government will
lose no time in pushing the work along.
There is one short paragraph in the
Speech which meets with my hearty
approval, and I congratulate the Governi-
inent on having proposed that the Right
Ron. Sir John Forrest be asked, prac-
tically to lay on the water, to turn the
tap on at Bulla Bulling, as soon as the
water reaches that place. It is quite
right that the compliment should be paid
Sir John Forrest, as he was the originator
of the scheme and has the work very
much at heart. It will please him very
much and be a compliment which we
should pay to so great a man on the
completion of so great a scheme. I see
in regard to the surplus-when we find
out how muc;h the stores represent-that
it is intended to spend money in the
improvement of our gaols, and from all I
can learn the improvement is badly
needed. I am told that the gaols are
unhealthy and damp, and that the space
set apart for the criminals incarcerated is
insufficient, To incarcerate unfortunate
men in unheafly premises is not right
and the matter needs speedy alteration.
I trust the work will be taken in hand
and that we shall see an improvement
brought about. I am also pleased that a
lunatic asylum is to be erected, which is
another good proposal, and that abattoirs
are to be established, not only in the
metropolitan district hut on the gold-
fields; these are badly needed. We were
told by the seconder of the Address that
a bad state of affairs exist which the
abattoirs will set right. In other places
the returns from market dues and
slaughtering licenses are very good and
produce a fair revenue. The establish-
ment of ahattoirs will provide that the.
meat shall be properly inspected by comn-
petent men. I am glad to see this
proposal has been made, and I trust it
will be carried out. The revenue being as
large as it is shows that we are paying a
large amount in taxation, and I do hope
there will be relief of some sort given to
the people. I do not say strike off all the

[22 JuT.Y, 1902.]Address-in-reply.
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duties, but some may come off on articles
that are much needed.

HON, R. G, BURGER: What do you
propose to put onP

HON. C. SOMMERS - I will not mnake
any proposal, but I sar that it is a matter
of regret that the people have to pay so
large a sum in taxation. I sin sorry to
see that no proposal is made for reducing
the taxation in any way. On behalf of
a large number of people, especially those
resident on the goldlfields, I say- that some
relief should. be given, particularly in
regard to articles that are needed for
daily consumption. The proposal to ask
for a farther loan to provide a water
supply for Perth, iii conjunction with
Fremantle, is one which has my hearty
support, and it is a work which'is badily
needed. The water at Fremanutle, we are
told, is so bad that some of the ship-
masters who come to the port will not
take it. That is a bad -advertisement for
the chief port of the State. The residents
of Fremntle also complain of the water
supply, and I trust that every effort will
be made to see that a supply of good
water is provided, and that spedily. I
see that a number of Bills are proposed
to be submitted to us during the coming
session, and one I see is to deal with
shops and factories, including an amend-
ment of the Barb' Closing Act. I would
just like to sound a note of warning in
regard to the Shops and Factories Act.
The tendency now-a-days is to attempt
to help the labourer to do an injustice to
the employer. What we want in the
State, and what is badly needed, are more
manufactories, more industries; and I
hope that in the proposed Shops and
Factories Bill the provisions will not be
too stringent., and that the mneasure will
not tend to drive capital out of the State.
We want to increase the factories and
bring about more employ ment. The
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, to my
mind, gives satisfaction and all1 the surety
necessary to the employed. If an emnployee
has a grievance he cani bring it before the
Court, thereforeihardly think thata Shops
and Factories Act is needed; but if one is
required, then we should take care not to
wake the law too stringent. Dealing
with the question of providing railways,
I am glad to note that steps are to be
taken in regard to private cornpanies,
especially in regard to the Midland Rail-

1. way Company, to see that these railway
Drewnie carry out their contract. Mr.

Drwhas given notice to-night ofa
number of questions, to ask what action

Ihas been taken on the report of the
select committee appointed to inquire
into the Midland Railway C ompany. A
dealt of discussion took place six. or eight
mouths ago on this important matter,
but things are going on in the same quiet
easy-going way as before, and those
people who have to use the private lines
still make complaints as to the treatment
they receive. I will not take up the time
of the House at any greater length. I
trust we shall all work harmoniously
together, and in the absence of any party
spirit, at least in this Rouse, gooa legis-
lation will result.

Sin E. WITTENOOM (North):
Before proceeding to discuss the various
itemns set dlown in the course of the
Governor's Speech, I would like to make
one reference in regard to the late Pre-
mier; and I should have had much
pleasure the other day in indorsing the
remarks which fell fromn the leader of the
House and from Mr. Randell-senti-

*inents so excellently expressed and so
admirably said-bad it not been that I
felt very Tmuch indisposed. I do not

*wish to traverse what was said. on that
*occasion. All knew the late Premier
well. I take up my position from a
standlpoint different from anyone else.
Mr. Sommers, who just sat down, and
the leader of the House, were both
members of the Ministry of which Mr.
Lseake was Premier. I occupied quite a
different position. I was at school
with the late Premier; we were school-
boys together, and during the time
that we were in politics together-
for four years--the late Premier was in
oppositio~n to the Government of which I
was a, memher. I think he was leader of
the Opposition throughout the whole of
that period, and during that time we had
many close divisions, there was, a, great
deal of warmth of feeling expressed, aud
I am pleased to say tit during the
whole time not one word ever passed
between us, or from either of us, which
we ever regretted. I think in these cir-
cumstances I could not refrain from
saying a word to-day and adding my
testimony, which has this difference fromn
all others, that it comes from one who

[GOUWCIL.3 Second day.
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was always a political adversary. T may
say that I share to the fullest the sym-
pathy expressed with the widow and
family of the late Premier. Also, I may
sa I rend with seone considerable sur-
prise and with mixed feelings that. we are
going to lese our Governor. I say, with
mixed feelings, because on the one band
I feel extremely sorry that we are going
to lose Sir Arthur Lawley, in whom the
State will lose a good friend and a good
Governor, but, on the other band, I can-
not help feeling satisfaction because the
Governor is going to a better position
and to promotion. I had pleasure in
seeing Sir Arthur Lawley, then Mr.
Lawley, and Mrs. Lawley, in London, a
few days after the appointment to the
position of Governor of this State, and I
think I cabled out-and that cable no
doubt isa on record-that the selection of
the Colonial Office was one that would
give the greatest satisfaction to the
people of Western Australia. I formed
that opinion myself, an opinion I am
glad to say all will agree with me has
been borne out by facts. The universal
verdict throughout the State is one of
satisfaction that the Governor has carried
out the duties so well; and I think that
all will agree that one of the chief
reasons His Excellency has been so
su-cessful is due to the very charming
and admirable manner Lady Lawley has
carried out her part of the business. I
am going to refer to an important
question. When we are discussing the
selection of the next Governor and his
salary, I hope no steps will be taken t)
cut down the salary. And I take an
early opportunity of saying this because I
consider at the present time the salary of
the Governor-some X4,000 a year-is
just barely sufficient to keep up with
dignity the position in the way in which
it should be kept up. I am one of those
who think it is the duty of the Governor
to entertain, not because a few have an
opportunity of sharing that entertain-
ment, but because it sets an example, such
as should be set in a city like Perth. We
have in this State a number of persons
who are in a position to spend money in
entertaining, and the Governor should
set an example. Ilam not advocating this
merely for the pomp of entertaining, but
from another point of view. Look at the
business which is made; look at the

circulation of the money that an enter-
tainient brings about. It gives work to
people, and means the circulation of a.
large amount of money. I caninot under-
stand the democratic idea that the
Governor should not entertain, and that
other people should not entertain. If a

Iman has a large income, should he hoard
it up and not use it, and not allow it to
be circulated P If that be so, we shall all
have large credits in the Savings Bank,
and goodness knows the credit there is

ilarge enough-I believe it is £1,800,000.
Hon. R. Gr. BuRQEs: It will not be in

the Savings Bank.
SIR R. WITTENOOM: Let us hope

it will be. Look at other places in
the world. Look at France, a most dis-
contented country, because they have not
a monarchy: they have nothing which
causes people to spend money. Look at
America, the most democra tic of all
countries: they are making society so as
to get people to spend money. This is
my idea. I do not know if it will comn-

I mend itself to other members. Let me
go from sentiment to business. I wish
to come to a subject which deserves much
consideration, and although, perhaps, the
Government do not deserve a vote of
censure for it, still it is open to the
strongest criticism. I refer to railway
management. I am of opinion that
members of Parliament are entitled to
a thorough explanation with regard to
the recent arrangement in connection
with the railways. I think Ministers
should take Parliament into their

Iconfidence, and explain the why and
the wherefore of the matter.* We

Ihave had no reasons stated: all sorts
of things have been mentioned, but
nothing has been heard f romn an authori-
tative quarter. It is time now that the
Government came forw&rd and made a
full explanation of their past actions to
the people and to Parliament: those
actions must either be justified, or else
admitted to be wrong. The first point in
connection with the question of railway
management has been the shortage of
trucks. Very few people, unless they
have been in business, can know what
that shortage of trucks has meant. It
has caused endless inconvenience and
expense. Take the case of ships which
come here to load timber. I shall refer
to the timber trade, because I know more
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about it than about anything else, in this
connection. Here are ships chartered to
load at a certain date. with 25 or perhaps
28 days to load in. Possibly the timber
station asks the Railway Department to
supply 40 or 60 trucks. Then the station
receives seven, or perhaps six, or perhaps
four. Meantime, the lay rdays go by, afi
demurrage is inflicted on thie charterers.
The circumstance that timber companies
are mulct in demurrage because the Goev-
erment cannot supply trucks may not
seem a matter of great moment. On the
ether hand, however, we must consider
the man who is buying the timber, and is
making arrangen~ents for its receipt at
the Cape of Good Hope, or in South
America, or India, or London. That
man's calculations are vitiated by the
delay of two or three weeks, and the use
of the timber for his contract is fre-
quently gone. Very often a man in that
position is compelled to buy timber in
substitution in order to carry on his con-
tract. That is one of the evils of the
shortage of trucks, and here is another.
When trucks are not available for the
removal of timber as it is cut, the tim ber
has to he piled lip, thus cumbering
operations around the mills. As this
piling up continues -you cannot keep
your men and your machinery idle-the
stacks become high and the work becomes
expensive, its cost amounting to as
much as 4s. per load. This aspect,
which is known to me personally, is
only one of manmy in connection with
the shortage of trucks. I shall not
deal with the case of the goldields.
Although I have heard of what they have
suffered, I do not know the facts of my
own knowledge. I am in a position to
inform the House what a business in
which I am concerned has suffered
through the scandlalous state of things
which prevailed. When Millar's Earrn
& Jarrab Forests, Limited, offered to
provide their own engines to run trains
at night if the Government would supply
the trucks, they met with a, refusal.
-No; it is against the rules: there is
too much red-tape to -allow that." How-
ever, the trouble is ended. The supply
of trucks is now ample, for the simple
reason that the increase in rates has
reduced the amount of the freight busi-
ness so far as to balance the deficiency in
rolling-stock. Another cause relieving

the stringency was the plentiful rainfall
on the goldields, by reason of which
hundreds of trucks formerly used in
water traffic were released and rendered
available for other work.

HON. R. G. Busoss: The trouble is
not over yet.

Sin E. WITTENOOM: Then another
trouble is the rise ink railway rates,
a rise which, in the case of industries
barely paying, amounts to as much as
50 per cent. Hon. members will see
what such tin increase means in the
business of a company like Millar's.
The higher rates involve an expenditure
(if Q15,100 per annumn over and above
everything which the company has been
in the habit of paving. Up to the date
of the increase in railway rates, the com-
pany had paid only a dividend of 5 per
cent. The higher freights, coupled with
the demand for the eight-hours day-
which latter may mean a farther loss of
X12,000 a year-would just about sweep,
away all profit and leave the company
working for nothing. No timber c:om-
pany but Millar's has ever paid a
dividend, and yet the timber industry
employs sonic 20,000 people. Thisiithe
industry which the Government seek to
hamper in every possible way, instead of
farthering the efforts of the various
companies to work their business properly.
I may just glance at the goldfields. We
h ave already heard of protests from them.
Everyone who reads the newspapers will
have seen the cables which mame from
London recently. I believe a letter in
the same connection was addressed to
Mr. Walter James, the Premier. If
these continually recurring and increasing
imposts are to be inflicted on the gold-
mining industry, the development of the
State will. be hampered. People will not
continue operations here if these irri-
tating impests are put on time after
time. It behoves us to be careful on that
score. A farther effect of the increase
of railway rates has been to advantage
unduly companies owning mills situated
close to the coast, and such companies as
have their own railways. These comn-
panies are placed at an advantage of 8s.
or 10s. per ton, as against companies
otherwise situated. Of course, it may
simply be said that the companies owning
mills near the coast, or owning private
railways, are very lucky; but, still, this
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is not the way to regulate traffic and
to render profitable the development of a
large industry. Everything should be
done on the fairest basis, and as cheaply
as possible. If all the increases an-
nounced had continued, I should, perhaps,
have had from my London board a cable
instructing me to shut down the mills,
with the result that 20,000 wage-earners
would have been thrown out of employ-
ment. Dealing with the Early Closing
Act, Mr. Sommers just now said, and said
with emphasis, that we should do every-
thing in our power to encourage in-
dustries, and certainly do nothing to
hinder their development. I say that
his remark is an admirable one, and
applies equally to the question with
which I am nowv dealing. One naturally
asks himself, why should we be put to
all this bother ? Why should we have all
this worry about trucks ? Why should all
these additional imposts be put on our
industries? I do not know, and T have
never found anybody who does know. I
have looked for explanations, but have
never heard a word of explanation from
the mouths of Ministers or members of
Parliament, or from the new spapiers. The
question appears to he Unanswerable.
The man in the street says the reason is
that the railways are mismanaged, that
the whole working of the department is
ineffectively supervised, and that the
proper course is not to raise railway
rates, but to cut down expenses. It may
be so. I do not know. I have met Mr.
Kingsmill and Mr. Short, whom I have
found very nice and very courteous; but.
somehow or other the high rates re-
main notwithstanding. We get no
farther in that respect. I must admit
that, as a rule, I do not repose much
trust in the " man in the street," who
generally knows about half the ques-
tion while thinking he knows it all.
Indeed, I bave known members of
'Parliament who thought they knew a
very great deal, whereas they eventually
turned out to know very little. In some
instances, a member when on one side of
the House seems to know nothing, but
when on the other side knows an immense
deal. I need only turn, by way of
exemplification, to the varying Views
pronounced concerning the Coolgaraiie
Water Scheme at different times. On
one point I am entirely with the Govern-

ment, and that is their determination
that the railways Shall be made to pay.
There can be no question as to that. The
railways are supposed to be a repro-
ductive work, and they must be made to
return working expenses, interest on
capital, and sinking fund. If they do
not return the amnount of these three
items, they do not constitute a repro-
ductive public work; and in letting the
returns fall below the point indicated we
are breaking faith with the people in
England who lent us their money. It is
a distinct understanding between borrower
and lender that the sewurity of a loan
floated is to be a reproductive public
work. I do not think, however, that the
railways should he made reproductive by
increase of rates. I consider that end is
to be attained by reducing expenses. A
great drawback of this State is that we
have no private railways. If we had a
few private railways, we could compare
their expense rate with that --

MEMBES: What about the Midland
railway ?

SIR EJ. WITTENOOM: Well, I did
not like to mention the Midland rail-
way, because I think the Government
have come out so very badly over that
business. In countries where railways
are privately owned, the charges of one
line are kept down by the competition of
another. Here, however, the mana ger of
the railways, being a Govern went servant,
is Practically an autocrat, and can charge
what he likes. Here, if the Department
is not paving, the simple remedy is to
put up rates. The manager of Govern-
ment railways has no competition to fear,
and he is therefore able to raise rates to
any figure he likes. Now we find
Ministers trying to mnake a change-a
change whit-h amounts to a direct-
admission of their wrong-doing in the
past. They are endeavouring to change
the system of management by placing
the control in the hands of three comn-
missioners. That course is one which has
my hearty support in every respect,
and I consider that it ought to
have been adopted long ago. The-
transference of the control of the rail-
ways from the Minister to the hands
of three Commissioners will be an
advantage to the State. I do not think,
however, that the system of Commis-
sioners will ever answer on the lines pro-
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posed by the Government. I will refer
hon. members to the concluding sentence
of paragra-ph 9 of His Excellency's
Speech:

Adequate provision, however, wil be made
to leave with Parliament the full power of
controlling rates, and of dealing with alfl ques-
tious involving the-interests of the railway
servants of the State.

Now, what is the use of such a system as
here sketched out? Did hon. members
ever hear of a more mnixed a rrangement' V
It is neither one - thing nor the other.
Far better for the Minister to retain con-
trol than to part with it on such terms !
Supposing the Commissioners want to
raise a rate or to dismiss an employee,
they must go to the Minister, and through
him to Parliament, for authority to do so.
Unless the Commissioners he granted full
power to conduct the business of the rail-
ways on thorough business lines, no good
result can flow from their appointment.

Hoxq. J. W. WRIGHT: Who will ap-
point the other two CJommissioners ?

Sin E. WITTENOOM: The Govern-
ment, I presume.

HON. J. W. WRIGKT: In the same way
as they appointed the present Commis-
sioner ?

Sia E. WITTENOOM: The hon.
member had better address that query
to the head of the Government. I[
cannot answer. This brings me to Mr.
George's appointment, on which we have
heard a multitude of opinions, mnany of
them adverse. For my parit I know
nothing about Mr. George; I have never
heard of his managing railways; I have
never heard that he has a capacity for
management. He may, however, possess
all necessary attributes; therefore it is
desirable that Ministers shouild put uis in
possession of the reasons which actuated
them in appoiuting him. This is one of
the points on which the Government
should be perfectly frank. Mr. George
may be a very good man, and in every
way fitted for the appointment; I am
not in a position to say whether
he is or not. So many people, how-
ever, have pronounced him unfit for the
position that I think the Government
should now came forward and state. why
Mr. George was selected. Mr. Kingsmill
is a most careful man, who is not new
to office as Minister for Railways; and I
do not think he would have taken the.

responsibility of making this appoint-
ment without careful consideration. I
have not, however, heard Mr. Kiugtmill's
reasons. Naturally, therefore, I do not
intend to condemn the appointment.
Judging for myself, I cannot say much
about it, as I have not the requisite
knowledge. I should be interes ted to
hear from Mr. Kiugsmill a statement of
the grounds on which Mr. George was
chosen. In the meantime, as he has been
appointed, there is no use in abusing the
man. He is there: let us help him to do
his work as well as possible. Let us trust
he will prove a success. The fact that
Mr. George has not been in control of
railways before does not necessarily imply
that he will not be a success. We have in
this Chbamber a case wh ich negatives that
view, The leader of the Rouse is a
highly qualified physician and surgeon,
and yet he has proved one of the best
Ministers for Lands the State could
possibly secure. (NIEmnE~s: hear, hear.
There is no reason why Mr. Georges
appointment should not turn out simi-
larly. The only thing I have against
Mr. Kingsmill is that when the timber
companies asked for a reduction of the
high rates imposed, he practically told
them that be would let them have some
little thing, some mere trifle. His reply
put ine rather in mind of the story of an
English gentleman who travelled on the
Continent without knowing a word of
any other language than. English, and
who was presented with a tremendous
bill of 800 or 400 francs for two days'
stay at an hotel. Bill in hand, the
Englishman went in an awful rage to the
hotel proprietor, with Curses and abuse.
When eventually the proprietor dis-
covered what was the trouble he said,
."Oh, yes; I will Ater the bill": and
he took off five francs. Mr. Kings-
mill's action towards myself and my
friends puts me in mind of this story.
I find, according to paragraph 12,
Ministers are going to establish a school
of mines and a system of agricultural
and horticultural instruction to State
school children in the higher classps.
The little experience I1 had, a few years
ago, showed me that elementary teaching
is uot much good. There is one thing
the Minister for Lands might do, and
that is to establish an agricultural college.
lie will find amongst the records of his
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department that this matter was inquired
into. I had it looked into some time
ago, and. everything was ready; even the
land for the settlement on the South-
West Raiiway. We want the youth
of the country educated up to farming
and agriculture, because that will be the
staple industry in Western Australia by
and by; but the young men of this
country are growing uip without any
knowledge of agriculture. When I was
in London I was asked b 'y people who
would like to s'vnd their sons to Western
Australia, if there ws an agricultural
college to which they could send their
boys, and they were sorry to learn that
there was nothing of the kind here. I
strongly recommend the establishmnent of
a college to the Minister for Lands. At
the present time we do not grow sufficient'
for our own demands. The Minister for
Lands has done admirably in inducing
people to go on the land. It is now
popular to go on the land, and farm-
ing is going on all over the county
I do not think the Government cou d
undertake a, better work than the
establishment of an agricultural college.
I read with very great pleasure that
we had such an enormous revenue last
year; mid I suppose we must be equally
satisfied that there was an enormnous,
expenditure. Still a. balance was left and
we have a. surplus of £2123,000. That
only shows the vitality of the country,
when it can produce such an enormous
revenuec as that contributed lust year.
That and the great output of gold is
evidence that we are doipig well. I have
written to London several times pointing
out that we are not going back. I was
pleased, on reading the speech of the
P'remier the other day, that he expressed
himself in favour of retaining the sliding
scale. I always believed in the sliding
scale. With our surplus, of course it
seems unnecessary; but it would bc
unwise to discard that now, for we cannot
tell what tariff may in the future be
adopted by the Federal Padiamnnt.
We know that there is a great struggle
going on between free-traders and pro-
tectionists, and if the free-traders win
the day it may become most disastrous
for us. On the question of revenue,
therefore, we should retain everything
that we have until we know how we are
going to stand on the question. We

have an example in regard to this view
from the other States. I am pleased to
find that the Government do not intend
to go in for any large railways, or large
works, at the present time. We have
quite enough in hand for the money that
is available without going in for more
works; and I consider that every penny
the Government get hold of shoud be
put into the existing railways so as to
equip them. Let there be no farther
bother about trucks. Let us equip our
present lines and have them put in first-
class order, rather than build new lines.
There is one railway that I think might
be undertaken in a cheap way, a line to
Port Hedland.

Hlos. Ri. G. BURGES": That is your
district.

Sin E. WITTEN OOM : It is not mine.
I do not own an acre of it.

Has. Rt. G, BURoES: But it is in your
district.

Si[i E. WITTENOOM: The country
there requires thoroughly opening up
and testing. I appeal to the gold-
fields members to say how useless it
is to attempJt to develop a country with-
out railways. I amn not in a position to
prove to the Government, or to the
Parliament, that such a railway will pay.
At all events, I know if the Government
will not build a railway, the people up
there are wilIling to undertake the alterna-
tive aud build a private line. All they
want is some means of opening up the
country; and if this is done we do not
know but tha-t we ma'v fluff another Xnl-
goorlie. 'I he next subject I wish to touch
upon is pastoral development. I cannot
-urge upon the Government too strongly
the necessity for takinig every step they
can to develop this important industry.
We all know of the scarcity and dearness
of meat, and often the poorness of meat.
We knoiw that, the sheep, and cattle come
from the North-West country, betweent
Geraldton and Kimberley, and the pastor-
alists think that too much cannot be done
in giving, every facility to -et the stock,
from the 'Northern portion of the State to
Perth. It is no use for the squatters to
fatten the stock unless it can be taken to
market. The squatters want good jetties,
good steamers, and good overland routes
with good water on them. But the chief
thing the squatters want at the present
timne is a really fast suhaidised steamer
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which will go 15 knots, suitable for meat
carrying, and for carrying the mails. The
present steamers are good and useful, but
they have to call at every port, they have
to wait; and are so slow that the stock are
half-starved. when they arrive in Fremantle.
It is no use talking about feeding the stoeck
in transit, because the animals will not
eat; therefore a good fast steamer to
bring the stock down would do a great
deal to assist the pastoralists. The meat
question is one that the Government
should give their earnest attention to. and
I feel I need only mention it to the leader
of the House to get his sympathetic
assistance in obtaining what he can. for
the squatters. The Government have
shown their desire to do what they can
by a promise of the construction of abat-
toirs and cold storage dep6ts. I have
only one other subject to touch upon, and
that relates to the agricultural portion of
the country. I have travelled about. the
agricultural districts a great deal lately,
and one thing has struck mne forcibly.
the need for good roads. Wherever you
go. and whereve-r you find development,
tbere is the same want of good roads.
We have a fair number of railways, but
no community can get along without'
roads. The Government are doing all.
they can to place the people on the land;
then, I say, in the name of goodness, give
them good roads; let them get to the
railways; give them the roads to act as
feeders to the railways. This is the one
thing I have noticed that is sadly
needed in the country. It is of no use
having good railways unless the people
are assisted by good roads. If you place
a6 man. Upon a farm, and he cannot get his
produce to market unless b 'y paying
ruinous rates, then you will not keep him
there. Good roads will cause, quicker
than anything else, the cheapening of
food. The tendency now-a-days, everyone
will agree with me, is for wages to come
down and food to go up in price. How
are we to reconcile these two things ? I
do not know. Therefore, every effort
should be made to facilitate the construc-
tion of roads in consequence of the
growing development in the country. I
will not sax more than that I have very
great pleasure in voting for the Address-
in-reply.

How. Mv. L. MOSS (West):- I cordially
a~gree with the various paragraphs in His

Excellency's Speech dealing with the
recovery of the Ring from hisrecent serious
illness; also with that part of it relating
to the projected departure of Sir Arthur
Tiawley from Western Au stralia; and the
reference to the late Premier, Mr. Leake.
And I think I would he needlessly
wasting the time of the House if I were
to reiterate the expressions which have
fallen from the leader of the House, and.
the remarks so ably wade by the last
speaker on this subject. Therefore, I
shall proceed to deal with various matters
to which the Speech relates-matters of
public concern. I think first and fore-
most in the Speech, and first and fore-
most with regard to the public matters
agitating the minds of the people, and
which largely concern Parliament, are
those connected with the railway admin-
istration. Fistly, we have been informed
of the appointment of Mr. George to the
position of Commissioner of Railways,
and personally I take the very strongest
possible objection to the method adopted
it making this appointment. We know
that for a very considerable period there
has been the strongest agitation through-
out the country to have the railways
placed under a board removed as far as
possible from political control. Opinions
have been fairly expreissed against a
board consisting of three commissioners,
and opinions have been expressed in
reference to having one commissioner.
On nearly all hanuds it has been decided
that a board or commissioner should be
appointed to control this important public
department away from political control
altogether. I ask myself the questioif,
and I ask hon. members, whether the
proposal the Government have made, and
have attempted to carry into execution,
has improved the position one whit
on what it was previous to the appoint-
ment of Mr. George. I think I
shall be able to show the House in a
short while the position. Confusion is
-worse confounded now, or will be when
we get three Commissioners. Let us look
at the statements of Ministers since the
appointment of Mr. George. The appoint-
ment has been defended on this ground.
Ministers say that the Railways Act,
which was passed in 1878, provided that
an officer was to be created. and called. the
Commissioner of Railways; therefore, it
was intended always that the Cornmis-

[COUNCIL.] Second day.



Addres8-in-repl: [22 JULY, 1902.3 Second day. 85

sioner of Railways should act in that
capacity, but he was not bound to be a
Minister of the Crown. I do not think
members of the House, or the public, are
likely to regard this explanation as satis-
factory. Before the appointment of the
present Colonial Treasurer, there was a
Colonial Treasurer, the head of a State
department; also there was a Colonial
Secretary, and a Commissioner of Rail-
ways. It is idle to talk now and say that
the Colonial Treasurer and the Colonial
Secretary could carry out the functions of
their office and not be members of
either House of Parliament. it is in the
highest degree absurd to adduce that as an
argument in justification of what the
Government have done. Since Responsible
Government became the order of the day,
the Commissioner of Railways has been a
Minister of the Crown.

HoN. W. T. LUTON: Before Responsible
Government?

How. M. L~. MOSS: Before Responsible
Government he was the Executive head,
and as the hon. gentleman interjected, he
practically carried out the duties that
devolved on the Minister of the day.

HUN. G. RnirELL: He was a member
of the Executive.

Hoh. M. L. MOSS: The position I
take up, and the difficulty which
the country is confronted with is, in
the first instance, thatt there are nearly
6,000 railway employees in the State,
and one great difficulty the Ministry
have to contend with, and all public men
have to contend with, is that members of
Parliament have been button-holed to
prevent the Ministry carry' ing out any'
particular reform in the past. Take the
Province I have the honour of repre-
senting. There are 2,000 railway ser-
vants in that Province, and is it not in
the highest degree detrimental to the
best interests of the State and the
working of the Railway Department that
a member of Parliament should be con-
tinuously subjected to the demands of
the railway servants to prevent the
ministry carrying out say particular
reform P Is it not in the highest degree
detrimental to the best interests of the
State that Ministers themselves are sub-
ject to the great lever at work whent
6,000 electors of this counitry are able to
record their votes in a particular way,
because the Minister is actuated by a

desire to do that which is best in the
interests of the country, that is some-
thing which is unpopular for the time
being? My idea throughout has been
that if a change is to be made in tbe
running of the railways, they should be
put under the control of some gentleman,
or some number of gentlemen, whose one
aim would be to conduct the railways in
the best interests of the State, to con-
duct them as a private individual would
conduct a business concern, and who
would not be subject to that degree of
influence and pressure which undoubtedly
obtains at the present time. Leaving for
a moment the question of the methods
adopted in the appointment of Mr.
George, I desire clearly to state that, to
my mind, the want of back-bone and the
weak-k-need behaviour of Ministries have
rendered a change necessary. During
last session we had many instances of
what were termed glaring cases in con-
nection with the imanagemenit of the rail-
ways, and the great object in view then
was to put the rail-ways under the control
of a board clear of all political control.
I do not wish to make any remarks in
the slightest degree derogatory to Mr.
George; but we do know that certain
transactions of Mr. George's with the
Railway Department were, during the last
session of Parliament, made the sub-
ject of keen dispute and contention by
the party which has now appointed that
gentleman to the position of Commis-
sioner. I do not say for a moment, and
I never have believed, that Mr. George
was guilty of any dishonourable act;
but loolking at the facts of the case as
they are, I must point out that the Gov-
ernment, or the successors of the Govern-
ment, who have put Mr. George in his
present position, are the very persons
who condemned him, and condemned him
severely, on the score of certain trans-
actions of his with the Railway Depart-
ment. That being the case, we must
look at the recent expressions of opinion
and the recent statements of Ministers
of the Crown to see whait exactly is the
position which they propose the new
Commissioners, or at any rate Mr.
George, shall occupy in connection with
the management of the railways. Im-

mdaeyon the appointment being
wae, ewere given to understand that

Mr. George was to have unfettered
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control of the railways, and also unfet-
tered control of the railway servants. I
speak from personal knowledge when I
say that so soon as the appointment was
announced the gravoatdegree of contention
arose with regard to it among the rail-
way servants residing in the district I
represent, I was approached with a
request that I should protest against the
appointment. I certainly intend to
protest against it; but I sh~uld not have
objected for a, moment to the appoint.
ment of a. competent person to the
position which Mr. George has obtained,
providing that competent person were
granted the degree of power which I
consider should be vested in such an
officer. Mr. Xingsmill, durinighis tenure
of the railway portfolio, and after Mr.
George's appointment, stated that the
railway servants had nothing to fear;
that their position would be exacrtly as it
was before the appointment. Strange to
say, in my copy of the Governor's Speech
I underlined, at the last sitting of the
House, exactly the same words as Sir
Edward Wittenoom has quoted.

Adequate provision, however, will be made
to leave with Parliament the fuall power of
Controlling rates and of dealing with all
questions involving the interests of the rail-
way servants of the State.

Tf Parliament is to control the fixing of
the rates, how is any board of Commis-
sioners which may be initrusted. with the
working of the railways to run the
department on anything like business
principles? The Railway Department is

large earning department, hut it is also
a most expensive department to keep
going; and the action of Sir Edward
Wittenooiu and his friends connected
with the timber trade affords an aIpt
illustration of what every M,6inister is
bound to encounter. I amr not now
saying that it was a proper thing or an
improper thing to raise the rates ; but
we see that, so soon as the interests
controlled by Sir Edward Wittenoom
and his friends are affected, those gentle-
men complain, "You have no right to
put up rates; you ought to cut down
expenses." While Parliament is able to
dictate to the Commissioners what rates
shall be charged, and while Parliament
is able to bring pressure to bear, bow can
the mianagement h-m pronounced free fromn
political controlle For, if there are a

number of gentlemen in a Position to
bring to bear the pressure which Sir
Edward Wittenoom and his friends apply
in complaining that the timber rates are
too high, it is only a matter of gaining
the support of a sufficient number of
members of Parliament, and then the
rates must be immediately decreased.
Unless the Government of the day are
backed up by a sufficient majority in the
other Chamber, they cannot resist such
pressure. In making that remark, of
course, I exclude the experience of last
session., when an Administration carried
on in a minority. Generally speaking,
under our system of Government, the
questioni is simply one of numbers. If
the Government are backed up hy at
strong majority, they, can pursue their
policy; but if a. sufficient number of
members of Parliament pronounce, for
exa-mple, that certain railway rates are
too high, then Ministers must give way,
and the rates must come down. Under
such circumstances, how can the railways
be run on commercial principles? It has
been said that the competition of p~rivate
railways would react advantageously on
the managrement of our Government
lines; but I do not think any member,
after our experience of privately-owned
railways in this State, will have the
temerity to rise in this House and ad-
vocate a continuation of the system.
Certainly, no candidate will appear in a
constituency like mine and advocate any-
thing of the kind. The expenience we
gained in this country when the West
Australian Land Company held the Great
Southern Railway, and the experience we
are gathering now with the Midland
Railway Company holding the Midland
line, is such as we are not desirous of
enlarging

SIR F. WITTENOO1I:. Those lines were
good in their time.

How. M. IIMOSS: They -were good
in this sense, that in then existing cir-
cumstances those lines would not have
been built by the Government. The
subsequent developments, however, render
it perfectly certain that if Albany had
not been connected with Beverley at the
time of the outbreak of the Coolgardie
goldfields, a line would bave been ira-
mediately con structed; as also would the

iGeraldtnn-Cue line, in view of the de-
lvelopweut of the Murchison district.
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The country has been compelled to buy
the Great Southern Railway, and will
yet be compelled to buy the Midland
Railway also.

HON. J. A. THomsoN: The sooner the
better.

HON. M. L~. MOSS: lamn not going to
advocate for one moment the construc-
tion of privately-owned railways; but I
do say the Government railways, the
most valuable asset of the country, would
in private hands be mide to pay hand-
somely. I concede that. I cannot see,
however, why under- State ownership the
railways should not be made to pay
equally well. I ani afraid our railway
system will not prove remunerative while
it is controlled by Ministers dependent
on the votes of members of Parliament,
who are liable and bound to be button-
holed at any moment with a view to
giving their vote in Parliament in a
particular direction. If the proposal is
to appoint Commissioners who will be
subject to Parliament in these matters,
then Parliament will see that they carry
out their duties properly ; and a close
watch will be kept by the Minister, as
well as by Parliament, on the doings of
the Commissioners. The railways tan
be made to pay, and can be worked
to the much greater advantage and
benefit of the country generally. I
fear, however, that the proposal of
the Government in its present form will
lead to something very much worse than
the existing state of affairs. We are to
have three highly-paid officials carrying
out the work formerly performed by Mr.
John Davies; we are to have the Minister
passing his veto whenever he thinks fit;
and we are to leave the control of the
Commissioners and the Minister subject
to all sorts of criticisms. The Minister
will be controlled in his position by the
voice of the people, echoed through
members of Parliament. Therefore, the
state of affairs with the three Commis-
sioners will be far worse than it is at the
present time.

RON. W. T. LOT01N: The Bill for their
appointment has not been passed yet.

HON. M. L~. MOSS: I shall now leave
that aspect of the question, and deal with
Mr. George's appointment.

BON. G. RANDELL: Would YOU take
away the prerogative of Parliament?

BON. M. TL. MOSS: I should not take
away the prerogative of Parliament; but
I should appoint competent Commis-
sioners, and I should see that the terms
of their ap~pointme.nt sufficiently defined
their powers. I should allow the Corn-
missioners to fix rates, for I should say th
them, " Here are the railways properly
equipptd; it is youir duty now to make
them pay in the same way as if they were

])flvatel v-owned railways." As for Mr.
George's appointment, it is well to glance
for a moment at the circumstances sur-

roundn it. Parliament, I believe, was
originally prorogued to some date in the
month of May. It was then farther
proroguied until the 17th or 18th of June;
and between the date on which Parlia-
meat should originally have met and the
dateof its actual mee(hting Mr. George's
appointment was made. Mr. John Davies
has been away from this State for a
considerable time; and, I ask, what
was the desperate hurry for the appoint-
ment of Mr. George to the position
after the date fixed for the meeting
of Parliament, and almost on the
eve of the day it actually metP Sir
Edward Wittenoom has said we are
entitled to demand that the Ministry
should take us into their confidence on
this matter, both in respect to what they
have done in the past, aind what they
propose to d.' in the future in connection
with the Railway Department. I strongly
indorse every thing Sir Edward Witte-
noom has said on this point. While
indorsing his remarks, however, I must,
to the best of my ability, condemn those
features of the appointment which I con-
sider unjustifiable and unwarrantable in
the circumnstances. Mr. George's appoint-
ment certainly ought not to have been
made until, at any rate, there had been a
vote from Parliament providing the Gov-
ernment with the necessary' funds to pay
the salary appertaining to the position.
Parliament, without being consulted, has
been pledged to the appointment of at
any rate one Commissioner, and prac-
tically of three Commissioners. I do
not suppose Mr. George's mrost ardent
supporters will claim for him that he is
an expert in the management of railways.
I believe the utmost that is claimed for

iMr. George is that he would be a very
good man in connection with the rolling-
stock, the engines, trucks, and carriages.
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I have heard that statement made by
perons well in the confidence of the
Gov"ernment. If this, however, is the

reason for Mr. George's appointment,
then I must ask what is the necessity for
a locomotive superintendent at Fre-
mantle. The locomotive superintendent
is paid a large salary, £1,000 aL year;
and if he is not, he ought to be, compe-
tent for the discharge of the duties
devolving upon him. I do not think
the position, so far as that part of
the system is concerned, will be im-
proved by the appointment of Mr.
George. After aL that has been said
for and against Mr. John Davies, I should
be ext~remely sorry to equal Mr. W. J.
George with Mr. John Davies in point of
capacity for managing a railway system.
Mr. Davies undoubtedly made mistakes;
but it mast be remembered that he con-
trolled a department which has wrecked
three or four Ministers, and which, at
any rate since I took an interest in the
public affairs of Western Australia, has
represented the least. enviable of port-
folios. Now, if Mt. George is to be
intrusted with the general management
of railways, it amounts to committing to
an utter greenhorn the control of a
highly difficult and cumbrous department
My personal opinion is that it would be
better for the country now. if Parliament
were to say, "1We do not intend to vote
Mr. George's salary. If the Government
have been so unconstitutional as, without
the vote of Parliament at the back of
them, to give Mr. George a five years'
engagement, it is better f4 r the State that
we refuse to ratify the agreement. We
will not confirm it. If Mr. George has
any right of action in consequence of
what has been done, it is better to pay
him a. little than to band over this depart-
ment to the control of a person not com-
petent, in our opinion, to manage it!'
For mypart, I say it would he undoubtedly
better to pay Mr. George a smnall
amount of compensation than to have
the Railway Department thrown into
an even worse state of chaos than
has prevailed for a long time past.
It is a moot point indeed whether Mr.
George, in such circumstances, would be
entitled to compensation. It is true the
Executive authorities have given him this
agreement, but Mr. George was a member
of Parliament, and he knew very well

that no parliamentary vote had been
granted, entitling him to receive a salary;
therefore it is a question whether the
agreement made with Mr. George would
he binding in such circumstances. Apart
from that, we find a member of Parlia-
men t appointed to this position whose
dealings with the department the Min-
istry of the day had condemned. Mr.
Sommers has correctly pointed out that
the appointment of a member of Parlia-
ment, particularly a member of Parlia,-
ment with a seat in another place, to such
a position was utterly wrong, and was
liable to grave abuse. Here we find that
because a member has run counter to the
Government, not only in connection with
the management of the railways, hut in
other maters which I will not refer to
now, he is hoisted into a position of this
kind, and given a five years' engagement
atL a very high salary; very high comnpared
with other salaries to be found on the
Estimates. This is an unconstitutional
proceeding, carried out without Parlia-
mentary' vote, a member being taken from
the ranks of the Opposition and appointed
to a high position. We roast remember
that the Government who have appointed
this gentleman said that his dealings with
the department were not fit to bear the
light of day. I said before that I do not
believe, and I never did believe, there was
anything dishionourable in Mr. George's
dealings with the Railway Department.
I promise the Government, as far as my
vote in connection with Mr. Georges
selection is concerned, if I stand alone,
that I shall vote against it. I have
come to this way of thinking, that
we ought to express our opinion :we
ought to be mere than registering
machines for the Government. The
Ministry had no right to 'pledge the
country unless they had a vote behind
thiem. The Government bad no right to
pledge the country on a large question of
policy for the next five years, and provide
a salary of ffteen -hundred pounds a year
for any, gentleman without first taking
the country into their confidence. Only
on occasions of great pressure, when
Parliament is not meeting, should the
Government act in the way they have
now acted. But there is nothing of that
kind in this instance. We know that for
months and months the railways have
been run equally as satisfactory as they
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have been run during the past fouirteen
days. Therefore, the Government could
have waited until rarliament had been
taken into their confidence, and Parlia-
mient had approved of the great change
which has been made in this large
revenue-earning department. It is pro-
maised in the Governor's Speech that there
is to be constitutional reform, Two
things are promised: that the Constitu-
tion Act shall he amended, and that there
shall be constitutional reform. Last
session, in rpeakiug on the Address-in-
reply, I drew attention to the fact that
with the advent of the Federal Parlia-
inent, the Customs Departnient, the
Defence Department, and the Post and
Telegraph Departmcnt being taken out
of the arena of State politics, there
ought to be a considerable reduction in
the number of members of Parliament.
I then advocated that the Ministry should
be reduced to four members; that the
number of members in the Legislative
Assembly should be reduced to 40, and
in this Chamber to 18. On more mature
consideration I am inclined to think the

opinon expressed last session was some-
whthasty. I believe if this country was

goin'g to stand still it would be a good
tig at the present time to reduce the

number of members. If we were ccn-
fronted with a deficit, as in other States,
it would be a matter of paramount
importance and of necessity to cut down
in all directions, and we would be bound
perhaps to commence at the top of the
tree and make a reform in Parliament.
But when I look to the immigration
returns, I find that population is pouring
into the State at the rate of twelve or
fourteen thousand persons a year. There-
fore a temnporary reduction of members
only could be made. It would only be a
temporary expedient, and would mean
that we should nave to tinker with the
(jonstitutic,ni Act again in a, short period.
We are not in a similar position wo the
sister State of Soutb Australia. There a.
reduction is forced upon the country as
an imperative necessity. There there is a
dwindling revenue with no safety-valve
in the shape of a sliding scale. And
even with the reduction Of members in
South Australia, the Government are
bound to go in for a very, serious impost
in the shape of direct taxation. We are
confronted with nothing of the kind here.

We have a good revenue, a considerable
surplus, and we have the safety-valve of
the sliding scale. With regard tc. that
sliding scale, I think it would be in the
highest degree improvident to abolish it
at the present time. The Federal tariff
is not a settled commodity. The Senate
have had many disagreements with the
Bouse of Representatives as to the tariff ;
and when that tariff is settled it may be
very different from that which was intro-
duced by the Federal Ministry. To
interfere with that which is producing
our surplus at the present time would
be in the highest degree suicidal.
We are told that there is a surplus
of £127,000, that is allowing fur a
reduction to be made in the writing
down of the stores. If that be so, we
know that the sliding scale is producing
considerably over £200,000. Minus the
sliding scale, we should have to resort to
a considerable reduction, or face a deficit.
I am prepared, in the unpopular circum-
stances, to say that the duties on food
should remain; that the sliding scale
should he kept on until we know what
the Federal tariff will be. We know
that the sliding scale is disappearing at
the rate of 20 per cent. every year; and
within two and a half years after the
imposition of Federal duties, we know
perfectly well the sliding scale will be
praoctically gone. Because, as soon as
inter-State duties are reduced below the
Federal duties, the latter will prevail. It
does not co m ewithin the range of practical
politics at present, therefore, to say that
the slidiuc scale should be abolished. I
do not think it wise to go in for any
great reform in regard to the two Houses
of Parliament at present. The Premier,
in his speech in the Town Hall, said that
he proposed to reduce the number of
members in this House to 21, and in the
other place to 46. That would reduce
the number of members of Parliament
by 13, which means a saving of £22,600 a
year. That saving is very much less
than the extra expense the country is
going to be put to in employing three
persons to fill the position of General
Manager of Railways. If that is the
only saving to be effected, then I am not
prepared to give my vote in favour of it.
If we reduce the number of members in
this Chamber to 21-1 am aware that
once there were only 15 members, that
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was at the time when Responsible Govern-
ment was initiated-it -is dangerous.
Important matters may slip through
when there are only five or six members
present. Take the House to-day:- there
is nothing like the full number of worn-
hers present, and those who have been in
this Chamber for some time know that f re-
quently business is transacted with little
more than a. bare quorum. You, Mr.
President, have frequently drawnr atten-
tion to the fact that the attendance of
members is not wh at we require. There-
fore, to reduce the nu mber of members in
this House to 21 would be de'trimnutal
to the country. The most objectionable
part of the wvhole scheme is this, that in
case of a deadlock, a prop. sat is to be0
made for both Houses to sit together and
vote together -the Assembly consisting
of 46 and this House cunsisting of 2],
members. Let us consider what the
position would be. The state of dle-
unoralisation which the Assembly gets
into just before a general election is well
known, and is pretty well admpitted by
the members of that House themselves.
We are blessed with triennial Parlia-
ments, and it is a very good system,
because it keeps members in touch with
their constituents. But just before a.
general election, members in. another
place are pretty well prepared to vote for
anything that is popular. The result
would be this, that in a. joint sitting of
the 21 members of this IHouse with the
members of the Assembly to the number
of 46 members, the protest of the Legis-
lative Council would not count for very
much. During the 10 or 11 years we
have had Responsible Government I do
not think there has been any deadlock
between the two bodies. If we are asked
what this Chamber is existing for, well, it
is for the purpose of making a deadlock
,occasionally on matters of ill-considered
legislation. I am of opinion it is import-
ant that the Legislative Council should
occasionally block matters that are
considered in the last hours of a session,
and in the last hours of a dying Parlia-
ment. I do not know any time when the
Legislative Council in this State has not
carried out the unwritten rules which the
House of Lords invaribly acts upon.
If any matter of poiy be rejected
by the Lords and a general election
is held, and the people favour that

matter, the House of Lords invariably
yields. I have known of no ease in this
country where a deadlock has occurred,
and where the Legislative Council, after
a general election, knowing of the expres-
sion of opinion of the electors, has not
given way. If an occasion should arise
w hen the Legislative Council absolutely
blocks any measure of reform that the
people are demanding, then it is time
enough to talk about making the Liegis-
lative Council yield. To agree to a
measure of reform such as the Premier
has suggested in regard to this Chamber,
is matking the Legislative CouncilI noth ing
mnore than a, myth. The Council would
have no independence, and it would be
time to abolish it. I highly prize the
position I hold in this House as at member
of the Legislative Council, but I have
no desire to occupy a seat in this Chamber
if by so occupying that seat my indepen-
dence is gone, and that at any time when
there is a disagreement between the two
Chambers I should have to sit with the
other Chamuber, in which case the votes
of this House would be overpowered by
members of another p~lace. When that
measure for reform in our constitution
comes here I am not going to agree to it,
but I shall oppose it to the best of my
ability. I hope members of this Chamber
will reflect what is about to be done.
There is always a certain amount of
popularity in agreeing to changes.
Because it is a, popular change, there
will be plenty to vote for it; hut I believe
it will be worse for the country. We
obtaingd from the Premier, in the speech
to which I allude, the very candid admuis-
sion that members of the Legislative
Assembly frequently pass measures in
the hope that the L.'-gislative Council will
reject them; and this he advances as
the reason why he wants both Houses
to vote together. It would be unconsti-
tutional for me to cast any reflection on
members of another place, and I do not
propose to do so; hut if there are, either
in another place or in this Chamber, any
members who pass legislation while
entertaining the hope that the other
branch of the Legislature will reject it,
the sooner such legislators are known by
the constituencies, and compelled to seek
fresh fields and pastures new, the better
it will be for the community at large.
We are promised electoral reform; of
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course, a very popular subject. Every
candidate for political honiours, T believe,
condemns the electoral law, though I
think there is little in the condemnation.
Our electoral law is, to my mind, very
liberal, and there is only one part of it
to which I can really take exception. I
consider that when a person gets his
namie on the electoral roll lie should be
entitled to vote. I do not believe in that
portion of the Electoral Act which pre-
scribes that a. person shall not vote unless
he has been six months in the State, Paud,
farther, has had his namne for six months
on the electoral roll. The result of this
regulation, particularly in the populous
portions of the country, is that the votes
granted by an electoral roll do not corres-
pond with the number of names. contained
in it. Thus it becomes a matter for
the returningr officer, or his deputies, to
ascertain whether a person claiming to
exercise a vote has bad his namne on the
roll for the requisite length of time. I
hold that once a person's name has beon
put on the roll, that person should be
entitled to vote. The gre-at trouble in
connection with the electoral law-I make
this statement now, and I have made it
on many previous occasions both in this
Chambher and in the other branch of the
L.egislature -is something not inherent
in the law itself: it is the apathy of the
people generally. The trouble is that the
people are thoroughly lazy in connection
with electoral matters. They exhibit no
interest in the matter of obtaining votes
until j Lst about the time when an election
is taking place. Then, possibly learning
from a candidate that their names are
not on the roll) the people concerned kick
up an awful row, contending that it is
the business of the Giovernment, or of
some other people, but not their own, to
see thatiheir naines are on the roll. Mr.
Randell has frequently pointed. out that
the general public show themselves most
apathetic in this respect. There is no
trouble in getting on the roll. The only
difficulty encountered in connection with
the electoral law is to be found in the
circumnstance that the people are
thoroughbly lazy. and take nO interest
in electoral matters except, as I say,.
on tire eve of an election. Then
the electoral law is blamed by those
who find themselves not entitled to
vote.

MLKB n: People do not vote when
they are on the roll.

Hown. M. L~. MOSS:- It has been urged
by many public mnen-and I greatly doubt
that the adoption of the suggestion would
not result in a improvement-that per-
sonls who arc on the roll, bitt do not vote,
should be struck off until they showed a
disposition to exercise their votes. While
on the subject of projected improvements
of the eleiteral. law, I should like to
mention a matte-r which affects other
persons besides niyself. Cannot Parlia-
mieat do something it) cheapen the cost
of elections and to prevent the corrupt
practices which obtain, I believe, in con-
nection with all electionsP The cost of an
election contest on the goldfields and in
the metropolitan and Fremantle areas is
becoming so high is to amount almost
to a prohibition to the man of moderate
means fronm seeki i g a seat in Parliament.
I make this statemn t as one who has
'had much experience of the outlay which
an election contest involves.

Hon. W. T. LoToN: Circulation of
the coin.

Hown. M. L. MVOSS: There are many
ways in which the cost of elections might
he chrapened. I should like absolutely
to prohibit the decking of any vehicle
with posters or streamers intended to
convey that the vehbicle is being used for
electoral puirposes. A highly beneficial
result woull be obtained by this means
alone. Candidaites at the present time,
we know, are not allowed to pay for
vehicles conveying voters to or from
the poll. We know, however, that their
friends marY pay for such vehicles; and I
believe I am not letting out any secret
when I say that candidates often have
to foot the bill in the end, without
being too curiously inquisitive concernig
the items which make up the total.
(Laughter.) I would go farther still to
deal with an evil which0 is ram pant in the
populous portions of the State. The
evil I allude to is ihe employment of
professional canvassers, who, in my
opinion, should be done away with alto-
gether. The mnatter has been satisfac-
torily dealt with in New Zealand. There
it has been made penal for any person to
canvass for votes; and the employment
of canvassers disqualifies a candidate, if
the fact of their employment by him can
be proved. I know that in the great
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majority of eases proof of such employ-
ment could not be given, and to meet
the evil, I should make the soliciting
of votes penal. I should give the can-
didate himself the fullest and freest
opportunity of conveying his views to the
electors. X would not object to the
condidate himself soliciting votes; but I
would do away with the professional
canvasser, and with vehicles decorated
with streamers or posters. By these
simple means the cost of elections would
be greatly reduced. When the promised
Electoral Bill comes down, I shall
endeavour to draft two or three clauses
havwing in view the objects stated, and I
hope hon. members will see fit to support
Me. The Speech informs us that the
Coolgardie Water Scheme is progressing
apace, and that we may expect shortly to
have the water through. I sincerely trust
the best anticipations of the Government
in this regard will be realised. The
Coolgardie Water Scheme is undoubtedly
a. very great work, and any expectation
other than that it will be an unqualified
and indubitable success would be a serious
blow to every member of the community.
It will be a good thing when the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme is in suc h a state of
forwardness that it will begin to earn
interest, sinking fund, and upkeep. Mr.
Sommers has p ointed out that there is a
possibility of the water getting to Bulla
Bulling before the reticulation works are
completed. I give the Government credit
for better sense than to allow such a. state
of affairs to arise. In fact, I am inclined,
from the pronouncement in His Excel-
lency's Speech, to think that part of the
policy of Ministers is to proceed withL the
work of reticulation asi soon as possible,
so that the undertaking mar become
reproductive and may do that which those
who formulated the scheme and carried
it to its present position so mnuch desire,
namely, return to the country some
portion of the outlay, and enough to pay
sinking fund and interest. In touching
on this question, I desire to say a few
words with regard to the late Mr.
C. Y. O'Connor. I think there is
no one in the community but deplores
the loss of that gentleman. It is ten
thousand pities that Mr. O'Connor did
not live to see the fruits of his great
work. Certainly the Coolgardie Water
Scheme and the Fremantle Harbour

Works are two enduring monuments to
Mr. O'Connor's professional skill and
capacity. Both wrorks are great after
their kind. Those of us who knew the
Swan River 10 or 11 years ago, when
there was nothing but a rockv bar across
its mouth, and who now-a-days see boats
of 13,000 or 14,000 tons burden come
through and find safe berth age in a
comm odious harbour, niust acknowledge
the Fremautle Harbour Works to be a
great engineering achievement. The
Cool gardie Water Scheme is a, work
which stands almost alone. Nothing so
stupendous has been undertaken, I be-
lieve, by any other nation, and certainly
not by any other colony. This is the
first opportunity I have had of express-
ing my views on certain observations
made in this Chamber last session by a
gentleman who has now passed away. I
refer to the Hon. F. T. Crowder. While
crediting that gentleman with the desire
to state everything fairly and honestly,
whatever matter he might be speaking
on, I have to express my belief that no
more honourable, no more conscientious
Government officer than Mr. O'Connor
ever lived. [MrEu s: Hear, hear.] I
believe that the statements which ap-
peared in a certain portion of the Press
of this country, alleging of him that he
hadl " grown fat and wealthy out of
the Coolgardie Water Scheme," are
infamous lies and base slanders. I have
always held this opinion concerning
Air. O'Connor, that he was a highly
arrogant man, but honesty itself, in-
tegrity itself. I think there can be no
greater monument to his honesty and his
integrity than the value at which his
estate was sworn-some paltry two or
three hundred pounds. I well recollect
Mr. O'Connor coming to my house-a
very unusual occurrence-on the Sunday
of the week before his death, a~nd express-
ing himself as bitterly hurt by an attack
which had been made on him in another
branch of the Legislature. lHe felt
deeply also the attacks made on him
by a section of the Press. I then
remarked that I had been mistaken in
him, that I thought him abman of strong
will and high resolution, and not one
who would be weakr-kneed enough to
feel the strictures passed on him
either in Parliament or in a section
of the Press. I well remember the
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man walking across my room and say-
ing, "Why, I am not worth the value
of the suit of clothes I stand up in, and
to have to labour under the stigma of
having made money out of the country,
out of the sacred trust reposed in me by
the Government of the country, is more
than I can bear." I well remember how
the man shook at the idea that he should.
be acmused of having made money out of
the country. It seems to mae that this is
an episode which makes one ponder.
Public men frequently make statements
on matters as to the facts of which they
are absolutely astray; and a certain
section of the Press, which undoubtedly
exercises great influence in the com-
munity, occasionally, I regret to say,
writes articles appealing to the bad side
of human nature. A section of the Press
undoubtedly is guilty of such conduct,
and F. large section of the public appears
to place a good deal of reliance on the
newspapers in question, which, however,
are as far out in their facts as arc certain
gentlemen who sometimes rise in public
or in Parliament to make haphazard and
random statements. I consider the cas-
tigation which Mr. O'Connor received
in Parliament and in the Press wast
thoroughly undeserved. Undoubtely a,
wrong has heen done; and undoubtedly,
seeing that the late Engineer-in-Chief
passed away almost a pauper, it will be
a scandal and an everlasting disgrace to
this country if the Ministry of the day
fail to guarantee that Mr. O'Connor's
widow shall not become an object of
charity. Let hon. mnembers go over the
Estimates for the past 10 years. and they
will find annuities bestowed on and com-
passionate allowances granted to persons
who have not rendered anything like the
services of Mr. O'Connor to the State.
He had a salary of £1,500 a year, and I
venture to state that if we were to
replace him at the present time by an
engineer of equal eminence and of equal
capacity in the designing and carrying
out of gigantic works, we would not
obtain his successor at anything approach-
ing the salary paid to Mr. O'Connor.
My friend Mr. Wood, who bas been a
Minister of the Crown, and who has con-
trolled the department of which Mr.
O'Connor was the permanent head,
says that the family of the late
Engineer-in-Chief have great claims on

the country. I re-echo and indorse
all that Mr. Wood haLs said on the
subject, and 1 shall await with a great
amount of interest an expression of
opinion from the leader of the House.
The matter of £3,000 or £4,000 is a
mere bagatelle to the country. especially
when one reflects that Mr, O'Connor
carried out great works, and that-I
advisedly make this statement-rn carry-
ing out his duties he acted honourably
by this country in every particular during
the whole time of his service. .1 ask bion.
members to consider what person in the
employ of the Western Australian Gov-
ernment, had he been desirous of making
use of his position, had greater oppor-
tunity of doing so than the Engineer-in-
Chief ? I think none. The fact that
Mr. O'Connor died, almost a pauper
speaks volumes indeed for his honesty
and integrity. Before I pass from this
subject I wish to make one more state-
ment, When I came to this country I
was 10 or 11 years younger than I ain
now; and Mr. O'Connor at that time
advised me to buy some land at such and
such a place. I askecd him had he bought
any, and his reply was, " No; I made
this rule for myself at the time I came
to Western A ustralia, that, embarking
as I was on a, large scheme of public
works, I would own no land in the State,
so that it could never be said of me that
I took up land knowing that its value
would be enhanced by the construction
of public works." Possibly I have
detained the House unduly on this
portion of my speech. I have done so,
however, with the de~ire, as a mem-
ber of Parliament, as a friend of the
late Mr. O'Connor, and as a friend, of his
widow, of seeing justice done. I desire
that Mrs. O'Conunor's claims should be
brought prominently before this branch
of the Legislature, and I presume other
members will rite to maintain the claims
of that lady in the other branch of the
Legislature as well.

At 6-80, the Purj.sxnEN'r left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

HoNq. M. L. MOSS (continuing) iIn
the Speech we are promised that the
Government will bring forward new leis-
lation for the purpose of creating a
harbour board for the control of the
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harbour at Fre mantle. For two years in
this House I have advocated the placing
of the Fremantle harbour works under
the control of a board, and I believe,
firstly, that the placing of the hatrbour
under a board will simplify the adminis-
tration and the affairs of the department
which" is now controlling the Fremantle
harbour. For one month, as most mem-
bers know, I was Colonial. Secretary, and
during that mouth I had sufficient oppor-
tunity afforded inc of forming an opinion
of the trivial mttbers. Ministers controlling
the various departments aire obliged to
direct their attention to. I only mention
this matter in passing. I refer mostly
to the hospitals and charitable institu-
tions in the country. T~he appointments
of nurses and doctors, the promotion of
nurses and doctors ini the various institu-
tions, are matters that come under the
direct purview of the Ministers controlling
them. That sy' stem was very good 10 or
12 years ago, in the Crown Colony days,
and when the number of these institu-
tions was small; but now it is intended
to create a board to control the harbour
works, and during the recess-I say
during the recess because no system
dealing with matters like this can be
formulated during the session-I think
boards should be appointed throughout
the State for controlling hospitals and
charitable institutions. The amount of
work the Colonial Secretary hasi to under-
take in connection with these institutions
no Minister should be called upon to
perform. In regard to thbe harbour board
at Fremantle. 1 hope the Government
will not make a blunder in the appoint-
maent of that body. It ib very easy
to say that the members shall he
elected by the ratepayers of Perth and
Fremantle, and the Government thus
relieve themselves of all trouble. But
the administration Of such a body, I say,
would not be satisfactory to the public,
and not beneficial to the business of the
people of the State generally. We are
toldithat the hoard is to consist of five
members. I have said in this Chamber
before that the Perth Chamber of Corn-
merce ought to have an opportunity of
appointing one member to the board, but
I ant strongly of opinion that the board
should be a nomninee body, removed as far
as possible from political control, so that
the trouble that has, arisen in connection

with the railwavs should not present
itself in connection with the harbour
works. Members may not be aware that
at the present time there is a dual control
in connection with the Fremantle harbour.
The berthing of ships and the locating of
the berths are held by the harbour
master, who is under the Premier's
Department; but the controlling of the
wharves, the railway lines, and the sheds,

pforms part of the administration of the
Railway Department. Members can
understand, with such a dual control, that
the result has been chaos f rom end to end,
has never given satisfaction to the public
in Fremantle or Perth, and has caused
an amount of inconvenience to the busi-
ness people generally. Such a hodyv

Ishould be removed rrom political control.
I sincerely congratulate the Government
on that part of their policy whic-h deals
with the constitution of this body, and I
only hope that the matter is goinug farther
thanu appearing in the policy Speech,
because there are many matters which
are constantly recurring in the Speech of
His Excellency. For instance, for four
rears we have been promised a water
supply for Perth and Fremantle and the
intervening localities, and although that
promise has appeared with regularity for
the past four years, we have never got
beyond that. I hope it is not the inten-
tion of the Government, so far as the
harbour is concerned., to put this proposal
in the Governor's Speech, and leave it
there. I hope that in the early days of
the session the Bill will be brought
down, that members of both Houses will
have an opportunity of making the
measure as workable as possible, so that
this very important branch of the ser-
vice will be administered for the future
in the best interests of the country.
iIt is my intention at an early date to
move for E. return showing the total cost
of the Northam- Goomalling railway line.
That work has been carried out on the
day-labour System, and I venture to say
that it has proved the most expensive
railway ever constructed in this State.
Undoubtedly, considering its length, it
has taken a, longer time to construct than
any other line; and I believe it has been
the most expensive as well. These
remarks also apply to the construction
of the Menzies-L~eonora line. If it is
intended to construct lines otherwise than
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b y contat the Government, instead of
experienig with thedlay-labour system,
which to my mind is productive of such
high cost, might try the experiment of
constructing on what is known as the
co-operative system. This system has
been in operation in the colony of New
Zealand for about eight or nine years. I
hold in moy band a most interesting
pamphlet, published by the Under
Secretary for Public Works in New
Zealand, describing exactly what the
system is. It is set forth that -

The method followed in letting and carrying
out the work is somewhat as follows. When
a length of railway is to be constructed on the
co-operative principle, the formation work is
divided into sections of suitable site. Where
the work is heavy, one cutting and one
embankment will be sufficient for a party, but
in lighter works sometimes as much as half a
mile, or even a mile, of formation may be
intrusted to one set of men. Plans and
sections of the work are prepared, and a brief
and simple specification is provided. The
engineer who is to have charge of the work
then carefully computes the quantities of the
several classes of excavation and other work
requiring to be done, assesses the value of the
same, and forwards his estimates to the head
office, where they are submitted to the
Engineer-in-Chief for an expression of opinion
as to their reasonableness or otherwise. The
rates are based on the current rate of wages
ruling in the district for similar work, with a
small percentage added to represent in some
degree the profits which a contractor would
have made had the work been let by tender ian
the ordinary way. That is. the price fixed
should enable a first-class workmen to earn an
average per day of eight hours slightly in
excess of what a contractor would pay him for
the same work, while workmen of less strength
ad ability would earn proportionately less.
There is, however, an understood proviso that
the work shall not cost more than if let by
contract at fair rates, and experience has
generally given favourable results in this
respect.

I do not propose to weary the House
by a lengthened description of the system.
It is sufficient to say that a perusal of the
Public Works statements of New Zealand
for the last six years shows that the
system has been carried out in connection
with such works as the formation of
railway lines, and also the construction
of buildings and bridges. Ina conversa-
tion I recently had with the Premier of
New Zealand, Mr. Seddon, at Albany, I
learned that the co-operative system of
working has been productive of much
good in New Zealand. It has assured

that the work-men get the profit which
otherwise would go to the contractor, and
under it there has not been that danger
which attaches to the day-labour system.
As regards the Northamn-Goomalling line,
I have no doubt that an accurate state-
ment of the cost-if we can get such a
statement, which I very much doubt-
showing the amount expended for wages,
the amount expended for material, and
the amount chargeable to the work for
engineer's time and so forth, will be per-
fectly appalling to the House. The cost
of the line has been enormously heavy;
and the same thing, I believe, applies to

ithe Menzies-teonora railway. 'That line,
I think, will be found the most expen-
sive ever constructed on the goldfields.
I trust the Government will see their way
to give this co-operative systemn a trial.
Personally, I am altogethier against a
continuance of the day-labour system. I
do not know lhether the Legislative
Council can do very much to stop the
sYstem; but, at any rate, I shall use my
influence with members in another place,
as well as in this Chamber-, with theFobject of seeing the system ended, as
I consider it results in terrible waste,
and, consequently, in heavy loss to
the country. Needless to say, the refer-
ence to Sir John Forrest in connec-
tion with the Coolgardie Water Scheme
has my entire approval. The Government,
in my opinion, deserve commendation for
making the proposal that Sir John
Forrest should be here when the auspi-
cious day' arrives to open the waterworks.
Sir John Forrest and those associated
with him in advocating this stupendous
undertaking were risking a great deal,
because failurewould have meant everlast-
ing disgrace to all connected with the
scheme. Success is now practically
assured; and I think that, giving honour
to whom. honour is due, Sir John Forrest,
above all others, is entitled to the pri-
vilegeof opening the works. Just before
I was defeated in December last, on
standing for re-election, I had had laid
on the table of the Rouse a bulky bundle
of papers in connection with the advances
-1 hardly know how to chanrcterise the
transactions - amounting to £40,000,
which had be-en made to the city of Perth
for the carrying out of a surface drainage
scheme. I had tabled a motion to the
effect that, until Parliament had approved



46 Addres-it-reply: [ONI. eoddy

the matter, no faxrtber sums should be
advanced to the city of Perth for that
purpose. I am speaking now for the rest
of the State, and not for the city of
Perth. I am speaking not entirely for
the town of Fremantle and the district I
represent: I am speaking on behalf of
other electorates as well. What the city
of Perth has obtained from the Govern-
ment every other community in the State
has a right to demand. Perhaps, how-
ever. I make a somewhat rash statement
when I say other communities " have a
right to demand." More correctly, I
should say the city of Perth had no right
to get the £40000 it obtained. At this
juncture, I do not propose to submit
to hon. members a rdsum4 of the file
of papers referred to; because the
notes I made concerning that file
during last session comprise some- 14 or
15 pages, while pretending to be but a
mere abstract of its contents. It is suffi-
cient for me to say that originally the
Perth 0k 'v Council approached the Gov-
ernment with the intention of procurn
a loan for the carrying, out Of certai
drainage works. Hlon. memnbers may not
all be aware that in 1896 there was
passed a Loan Act, in the schedule to
which a large sum of mooney,, considerably,
over £100,000, was earmarked as ab first
instalment of funds required to carry
out a deep drainage system for Perth
and Fremnantle. In 1896, authorisations
were obtained for the purpose of carry-
ing out the Coolgardie Water Scheme and
other large public worksi; and the pro-
posal in the Loan Bill in question to
borrow money for the deep drainage of
Perth and Fremantle represented those
cities' share of the plunder and spoil
granted them to secure their votes for the
Coolgardie Water Scheme. The deep
drainage systein promised was, however,
only a sugar-coated pill, so to speak ; since
it was never carried ouit. I am mention-
ing the matter only for the reason that
a sum of £10,000, afterwards given to
Perth for the purposes of a surface
drainage scheme, was charge~d to a. vote
in the Loan Bill for the deep drainage
scheme. So matters went on until the
Perth City Council eventually got a sum
exceeding £C30,000. Hon. members may
say that I am not right in referring to a
matter which is pust and gone; hut I am
calling attention to it for a very tangible

reason. I observe that the Perth City
Council have wade a demand on the
Government for an additional £6.000 for
the continuation of the work.

Hows. W, T. LOTON -Not a demand.
How. M~. La. MOSS: Well, I will say'

they have made a request for £6,000.
How, W. T. LOTON: NO.
HoN. 2N. La. MOSS: Whether the

Perth City Council claim the money as a
matter of right or as a bounty, 1 person-
ally must enter my emphatic protest
against the granting of any farther
advances to that body by the Govern-
ment. The history of the transaction
plainly discloses the fact that the money
was originally granted to the Perth City
Council as a loan, Members of this
House do not need to be fold that before
a municipality can borrow money it must
go through a number of forms prescribed
by the Municipal Act, and, farther,
that before a. municipality can borrow a
certain number of the ratepayers have
the right to demand a poll, at which the
loan may be vetoed. Consequently the
amount given to the Perth City Council
was not a loan at all. The file shows
that when a demand was made on the
Perth City Council for payment of
interest, that body first promised to pay;
hut only as a lever for getting addition~al
amocunts. Later, when Mr. Alexander
Forrest, as Mayor of Perth, was asked
for payment, he said that the city had no
money to pay interest with, that it would
not pay interest, and that it could not
legally pay interest. It appears also
that the Perth City Council gave
a number of promissory notes, signed
by the Mayor, for the first instal-
ment of these advances. The promissory
notes in question are held by the Govern-
ment, but, of course, are not worth the
paper they are written on. [SuvnRx
MsnMnnns: Oh!] Municipalities ca~nuot
give promissory notes, and cannot borrow
without going through the formalities
prescribed by law. There is quite enough
centralisation in Perth, and quite enough
Government money spent in Perth. No
reason exists why the Perth City Council
should have had £40,000, charged, as I
have said, to a vote passed by Parliament
for a deep drainage schemne. If I ami
now to come down to the level of con-
sidering the matter from a purely Fre-
mantle point of view, I say that as this
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money was originally allocated to the
deep drainage of Perth and Fremantle,
my constituents have an equal right with
the citizens of Perth to demand that, at
any rate, they should receive similar con-
sideration. If it is proper to charge
expenditure on a surface drainage scheme
to a deep drainage scheme, Fremantle has
an equal right with Perth to the amount
of £40,000. I do not stand here to
advocate that Fremantle should get a
similar amount because Perth got it. My
constituents have a right, however, to
demand that what was sauce for the
goose shall be sauce for the gander. My
argument is this. We are told that the
present Ministry will give us clean
government and clean admintistration,
and therefore Ministers should firmly
refuse to give another £26,000 to the city
of Perth in aid of these works, unless the
same treatment is to be accorded to other
localities throughout the country, on the
goldields and in Fremnantle. Fremantle,
we are told, is not the cleanest place in
the country. Had £40,000 been expended
in Fremantle, as in Perth, on sanitary
purposes, I have no doubt that the
position of Fremnantle from a hiygenic
point of view would be very much better
than it is at the present day. Here is
another aspect of the matter. These
presents have been made to the city of
Perth without parliamentary sanction;
on the contrary, in direct violation of the
emphatic instructions contained in the
Act of 1896. The money in question was
raised on the London market, and was
earmarked for the specific purpose of a
deep drainage scheme; but it has been
allocated to a purpose for which it was
not originally intended. Members of the
present Government have contended all
along that the system of reappropriation
of money is bad. I cordially agree with
their contention, and I say that the
demand or request-whatever it may be
called-made by the City Council for
farther funds for the carrying out of a
surface drainage scheme must not be
yielded to unless other communities and
localities are to be similarly treated.

HoN. J. D. CONNOLLY: If Freinan-
tie gets the same concession, it's all
right ?

HUN. M. L.. MOSS: No; it is not all
right. It is not right of any' Ministry,
present or future, to allocate to another

purpose money which Parliament has
voted for a specific object.

HON. J. A. THOMSON: We want deep
drainage for (3ingin, too.

HON. MW. L. MOQSS: We are promised
a considerable amount of legislation. I
do not propose to deal with the subjects
of the Bills foreshadowed, because there
will be an opportunity of doing that when
the measures come before us. I desire
to refer, however, to two matters which,
from their importance, might have found
mention in the Governor's Speech. They
are both matters on which I have spoken
in previous sessions, and I propose to bring
them once again to the notice of the Gov-
ernment, because I deem them important
to the public. The first matter is the
Stamp Act. I told this House last session
that, in my opinion, the Government are
losing thousands of pounds annually
through the method adopted of collecting
taxes under the Stamp Act. I think I am
correct in saying that the majority of
instruments requiring stamp duty which
need not be filed in the Supreme
Court or registered at. the Titles Office,
do not have stamp duty affixed to them;
because in this country the duty stamp
may be affixed by any party to an instru-
ment, or by a witness to it. Throughout
other portions of Australia, in the old
country, and in New Zealand, the duty
stamp is not allowed to be affixed to an
instrument by any party to it; and there

ou~ obe officers throughout this
country to whom the instrument could be

sbitd so that the stamp could be
affixed, n the instrument should be
submitted within one month. Every
resident magistrate throughout the State
could be made a deputy commissioner for
stamps, and the instruments could be
taken to him within a definite and fixed

Itime to have the stamp affixed. I think
if the Government amend the Stamp Act
in that direction, a great deal of revenue
will come in to the coffers which does not
do so at the present time. The other
matter to which I alluded is an amend-
ment of the Companies Act. I contended
last season that seeing there are so many
foreign companies carrying on busine.s
in this State, and mostly connected with
the development of mines, those persons
in the State who are giving credit to these
mines should be put on a. preferential
footing as to the paymnent, of their debts.



48 Addresu-ioz-reply; [CU ILSeoddy

In Queensland the Legislature has dealt
with this subject, and the law theme pro-
vides that the assets of all foreign
companies in the State of Queen sland. are
assets for the payment of the local debts
in priority and in preference to the debts
contracted outside the country. It is
a, fair proposal for the reason that
the bulk of the liabilities which the
companies incur in Western Australia
are liabilities for the purpose of obtain-
ing plant and material for the development
of the mines. Last session I gave an
instance which showed that the Standard
Exploration Company had incurred
debts with various well-known firms,
such as Saudover and Harris, Scarfe, and
Co., to the extent of £10,000; and the
Standard Exploration Company was
supposed to be an undoubted company
that could meet its liabilities at a moment's
notice. But the Standard Exploration
Company did what a large number of
other companies have done in this
country: it over capitalised, and did a
great deal of capital-mongering. The
Standard Exploration Company' was not
singular in this respect: all other com-
panies I believe do the same thing, The
result was that although £1l0,000 of
Liabilities had been incurred in this
country for the purpose of development.
the debenture holders were able to come
in. The £10,000 of local liabilities were
such a haga~telle to the amount of the
debentures that there was every piuba-
bility of the local people being compeled
to lose their money. It was only by a.
fortuitous ci reum staacr which occurred
in a local winding-up order being made,
and the local liquidator threatening to
sell up the mine, which enbed the local
creditors to) obtain their money. The
legislation of Queensland is well worthy
of being copied. here. It is this, that
the liabilities a foreign company incurs
are to be a first charge for satisfy' ing the
locldebts. I do not think it is the duty
of any private membier to bring in legis-
lation of that kind. I think it is the
duty of the .Government to get the
parliamentary draftsman to draft a.
measure on the lines of the Queensland
Act. Such a law would be of advantage
to business people and banking institu-
tions, and enable them to treat in a,
degree of security with foreign companies
which they cannot do at the present time.

I have very frequently in Parliament
advocated prison reform, and members
have been obliged to advocate it without
any great effect; but it gives me every
possible pleasure to know that the pre-
sent Administration have grappled with
this question, which does them infinite
credit. The Fremantle prison is a, better
managed institution to-day than it has
been for a long time past. In this House
I have complained of the dela.'y whic'h has
taken. place in providing proper and
up-to-date prison regulations. I have
complained of the old ticket-of-leave
regulations, which were entirely out of
date and not suited to the requirements
of the community to-day. I believe Dr.
Jameson has influenced the Cabinet, and
has had a great deal to do with the bring-
ing about of reform in this direction. I
offer to him- congratulations, as he, appar-
ently, has been the moving spirit in
bringing about this improvement. In
Fremantle prison to-day, instead of a
prisoner being kept in a, degree of idle-
ness, trades are taught, such as boot-
making and tailoring, and, I believe the
institution is able to supply boots and
clothing for the use of the inmates; and
I believe in a very short time the prisoners
will be able to supply the boots and
clothing for inmates of the Lunatic
Asylumn. I believe that in a short time
ma-making, on an extensive scale, will
be going on in the gaol. It hasa been a
scandal in the past that instead of the
Fremantle gaol being a reformative insti-
tution, men who are sent there come
out worse than when they entered. The
prison administration has been highly
punitive, but not reformative. Men are
now taught trades, and when they come
out of prison they are better members of
society, and of advantage to the com-
munity. Besides that, the expense of
running the institution will become less
on account of this administration. I
know those controlling the institution
have been tremendously handicapped until
they' got a member of a M1inistry who was
alive to the importance of placing the
institution on a better footing. I think
Dr. Jamneson and his colleagues are to be
congratulated on the step they have
taken. There is one institution in
Fremantle I cannot refrain from speak-
ing about. I understand some efforts
axe to be made by the Government to
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procure another site for the Lunatic
Asylum. I do not wish it to be under-
stood that I approve of the present site
in Fremantle. f am quite sure it is the
worst possible site, but I am not going to
commend to the Government the advis-
ability of taking the institution to Guild-
ford or to Midland Junction, for I believe
it is a great deal to the advantage of the
inmates of such an institution, in a
country like this, where we have three or
four mouths of summer such ats we do in
Western Australia, to be as near the sea
as possible. The point of view I wish to
impress on the Government is this. I
believe that an alternative site has been
suggested somewhere about Claremont,
and I think that is the site the Govern-
ment should choose. I must admit, in
speaking on this subject, that I am
actuated from a self-interested point of
view so far as Fremnantle is concerned.
The LunaticAsylum has beent in Fremanitle
for many years; the officials have their
property situated in Fremantle, and the
institution has been the means of some
money being spent in Fremantle. Already
the removal of the Fremantle railway
workshops is an accomplished fact, and I
do not know that the Government should
specially desire to injure any particular
locality. There are vested interests in
Fremntle, which has had this institution
for so long a time, and unless its re-
moval be in the interests of the inmates,
and they may be improved by residing
inland. I think this institution should be
kept in Freniantle, or ats near as possible
to the sea coast. Before I sit down
there is one other item which I
wish to speak about. Last session I
complained that the income in connection
with the Railway Department was not
subjected to audit by the Auditor
General, but that the audit of the
accounts was carried out by officers em-
ployed in the Railway Depx~rtmenmt. The
Government can never get a proper and
independent audit while the accounts are
audited by persons under the control of
the General Manager of Railways. At
the time I then spoke there was a great
deal of trouble in regard to Mr. John
Davies, and at that time Mr. John Davies
did not bear the best character; but I
did not condemn Mr. Davies in the
House. What I said was that we might
have a dishoniourable man at the head of

the railways, and, if so, while the accounts
were audited uinder his control we might
expect such things as th6 Ice Company
frauds to be the order of the day. Mr.
Leake, when speaking on the no-confidlence
motion in the other House, said that the
nuilway acciounts had been placed uinder
the Auditor General to be audited. 1
am given to understand that the railway
accounts have not yet been audited by the
Auditor General, and until that take
plaec-feeble as it may be-I am going
to protest against the accounts being
audited by officers of the Railway
Department, when the income fromt the
railways approximates a million and a.
half of money. The audit 'n connection
with that money should be carried out
under the control of the Auditor General.
As far as the audit by the Auditor General
is concerned, I understand that au officer
goes to the central station and checks the
returns that come in from the out-stations.
I may be wrong, but I cannot under-
stand why the officers who audit under
the Railway Department could not be
immediately transferred to the Auditor
General's department, so that the reports
might be more complete and reliable. T
shall never be satisfied until this reform
is brought about. I shall await with
some anxiety a statement from the
Minister as to the reasons why this rule
has not been made. I thinik I have
unduly trespassed on the time of the
House, but I have endeavoured on each
subject to be as brief as I can, although
my brevity mauy not have been at success;
still I hope that some of the remarks I
have made may be useful to members. I
hope the Government will bring down their
Bills promptly, and that mnembers will
not be rushed with a number of measures
at the fag-end of the session as in the
past. I hope we shall be able to give due
consideration to the measures, in which
case the probability is that the country
will get better legislation than if the Bills
are brought down at the end of the
session and ark, ill-considered. This being
a non-party House, I shall do my level

bstoasist in the conduct of the busi-
1ness of the country; but Dr. Jameson,
and the Ministry generally, must under-

Istand that when large matters of policy,
proposed by them, are not reasonable,
perhaps my criticism may be a little more
caustic. Still I hope the Government wil
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credit me with the best of motives; that
I am doing it in the interests of the
country.

How. S. 3. HAYNES (South-East):
In addressing myself to the motion, I
shall he as brief as possible, having due
regard to the fact that we have listened
to some lengthy and able speeches by
members who have preceded me. I am
in entire accord with what is contained in
the Governor's Speech, and what has
fallen from bon. members by wray of
expressing the joy felt at the rapid restor-
ation to health of His Gracious Majesty
the King, and the deep regret occasioned
by the circumstance that he was struck
down in such an unfortunate manner on
the very eve of his intended coronation.
I can only trust that His Majesty's Com-
plete restoration to health will speedily
follow, and that he will be spared for
many ,years to reign over this vast British
Empire. I join also in the general
expression of regret at the retirement of
His Excelleacy the Governor from his
office in this State. I think I shall not
be considered presumptuous in stating my
assured belief that during the short timne
Sir Arthur Lawley has presided over this
State he has held his position with
dignity, honour, and the highest intelli-
genice, and that he has gained the respect
and affection of the entire community.
My feeling of regret is, however, some-
what assuaged by the reflection that this
community's loss is the gain of another.
Sir Arthur Lawley's removal from our
midst carries with it his promotion to a
position in South Africa which must for
many years to come be one of the most
serious importance, calling for the per-
formance of much hard work and the
exercise of great tact. I can only trust
that His Excellency will ultimately retire
from his South Mfrican governorship with
the same feeling of satisfaction as he
must, I am sure, experience in relinquish-
ing his office here, and that in his
retirement he will carry with him equally
the goodwill and affection. of the peopl -e
of that large and important section of the
British dominions. The Speech makes
reference to the termination of the long
and costly war in South Africa, where so
much blood and treasure has been spilt
during the past three years. I fervently
hope that the peace which has been
attaed will be an enduring one, and that

the new South African colonies will prove
-valuable and important acquisitions to
this large and growing Empire. The war
has brought out one feature of which I
feel sure we are alt. proud, whether we
are sons of the old country or whether
we are Australians. The war has shown
what Australians, or rather colonists, can
do. It is with great 'gratification I look
back on Australia's achievements during
the war. The sons of this continent have
gone to the aid of the Empire as loyally
and also, I may sar, as spontaneou sly as
the inhabitants of any other portion of
the British dominions. Our soldiers,
during the time they were on active
service, and indeed at all times, have-
with a very few exceptions -borne them-
selves in a manner reflecting ceedit
equally on the land of their birth and on
the British nation. I rejoice, as every
right-thinking person must, in the fact
that peace has at lest been secured ; and
I heartily trust that peace may prove
eternal. I desire to indorse, in the
fewest possible words, the eloquent obser-
vations of the leader of this House, Dr.
Jameson, and also the observations of
succeeding speakers, expressing regret for
the loss sustained by this State through
the death of the late Premier. I had the
pleasure of knowing that gentleman ever
since I arrived in the State.. I first came
closely into contact with him when he
represented Atbiny, the town in which I
reside. I cannot find more eloquent or
more appropriate -words than Dr. Jame-
son's to express my feeling of regret at
the loss sustained by the State and by
the family of Mr. Leake. I desire especi-
ally to join hon. members in extending
sympathy to those most nearly affected
by the calamity-Mr. Leake's widow and
her children. What I may term the
eternal removal of Mr. Leake has brought
on the scene a. new Premier, who is, I
believe, a son of Western Australia. I
desire to congratulate that gentleman on
the attainment of so high a position, and
I trust that during the time his Adminis-
tration way be spared or permitted to
hold the reins of government, he and his
Ministers will act in the best interests of
the State, so that when their time comes
to retire we shall be able to say that they
have done their country good service. As
regards par-agraph 8 of the Speech, I can
approve neither of Mr. George's appoint-
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ment as Commnissioner of Railways nor
of the mode of his appointment. In
common with the speakers who have
preceded me, I disclaim all desire in any
wise to cast reflections on Mr. George;
but I think we are entitled to draLw
reasonable conclusions from informa-
tion circulated in the Press, and from
data derived from other sources, with
respect to that gentleman. Mr. George
may be an excellent man of business and
he may have managed admirably the
large undertaking which he had tinder
his control; but I think that, considering
the turmoil and trouble this State has
passed through during the last eighteen
months in connection with its railways, it
would have been more desirable and more
fitting if the Government had appointed
to the responsible position of Commis-
sioner of Railways a gentleman who had
enjoyed previous experience in railway
management. In my humble opinion, at
any rate, the best means of secu ring effi-
cient conduct of the business of our hugre
railway system would be to secure the
services of a railwa-y expert either in
England, or in America, or even in one
of the other States, if such a man can ho
obtained in Eastern Australia. I doubt
whether we have in this State a, man
fitted for the position. In the endeavour
to secure such an expert the Government
should not allow themselves to be ham-
pered by paltry parsimony. It is well
known that the large railway systemns of
the old country and America pay their
general managers and other high officials
very large salaries indeed; at all events,
salaries far in excess of the remuneration
paid to any officer of our Railway Depart-
ment hitherto. Unless the Government
are prepared to pay a liberal salary, they
cannot command the services of a well-
qualified man. Mr. George is to be paid
at the rate of £1,500 per annum. I
should have preferred to see in his place
one of the type of railway managers we
have known in the Eastern States. I do
not think I shall be doing wrong in
mentioning names, since I shall do so in
a good connection and in praise of their
bearers. One is Mr. Eddy, of 'New
South Wales-[MEnEFR: The late Mr.
Eddy]-and another is Mr. Mathieson,
who was engaged for some years in
Queensland and for some years later in
Victoria. T1he latter gentleman now holds

a highly responsible position on a leading
English railway. If men of the type of
Mr. Eddy and Mr. Mathieson can be
secured for other services, they can be
secured for ours : it is merely a question
of pounds, shillings, and pence. Instead
of offering a salary of £1,500 a. year,
which is comparatively paltry, it would
be well to offer £5,000 or £6,000 a, year,
arid so obtain the services of a man who
would have the confidence of the Govern-
ment and also the confidence of the people
generally,

MEa&Bna:- Pay him -more than is paid
to the Governor?

Hex. S. J. HAYNES: I should not
object if such a nian were paid more
than the Governor. The man -who con-
trols our railway system is in a position
of the utmost responsibiity; he has to
deal with one of our most valuable assets,
one of our most important sources of
revenue, and the enterprise in which the
bulk of our loan moneys has been sunk.
Even £5,000 or £e6,000 a. year would. be
-well spent in securing the services of a
thoroughly completent man for the posi-
tion. The salary I have mentioned may
seem high, but it would not be too much
for the right man. Paragraph 9 of the
,Speech contemnplates the appointment of
two other Comm~issioners Of Railways.
The concluding sentence of that para-
graph has been drawn attention to in a.
marked manner by two previous speakers,
Sir Edward Wittenoom and Mr. Moss.
With a large part of the remarks of both
those gentlemen I ami in entire aiccord.
It seems to inc that the appointment of
three Commissioners, as proposed, would
only aggravate existing evils. TIhree
officials with good salaries-or, at any
rate, with salaries of £,1,500 a. year each -
are to he appointed, whilst a, large

Imeasure of the responsibility for the
fixing of rates in particular, and the
management of the railways in general,
is to remain with the Minister. I would
rather see one strong man placed in full
control. That, I believe, would really be
the step most conducive to effective
railway management. I would give that
strong man a high degree of indepen-
dence and power in dealing with questions
of rates and generally in the adminis-
tration of the Rlailway Department,
so that if possible he could manage the
railways in the way that a successful
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business man would manage his own
affairs. Before passing on, I would like
to say that I quite agree witl] what has
fallen from, other members. I see no
reason myself why this appointment was
made at the time when the sittings of
Parliament were near at hand. I think
the matter might have been left to have
been discussed, and Ministers could then
have had the decision of Parliamient
before themn. If Mr. George is retained
in the high position to which he has been
appointed, I sincerely trust lie will prove
a success, and that those who have doubts
as to the wisdom of appointing himn will
he disappointed. No doubt inconveniience
and loss and trouble have been suffered
by the general public in the past, and
ought to he assuaged. as early an possible.
Whilst speaking in respect to the rail-
ways I desire to take this opportunity-
I do not desire to repeat the words which
have fallen froin the previous speakers
about mismanagement of the lines, as I
am in accord with them -of pointing out
that the trouble is rather with the ex-
penditure than with the rates. Not-
withstanding that, there is room for avast
amount of improvement on our railways.
My experience of them consists chiefly of
that of the Great Southern line, and all I
can say is that this line-I am speaking
of the portion f rom Beverley to Albany-
is in man 'y ways managed disgracefully.
I have travelled on the line, and I speak
advisedly when I say that no business
company would run lines in the way this
is managed. In many cases the carriages
are disgraceful. They are not cleaned up
properly, and nowhere have I seen filthier
catrriages than some I have noticed on
several occasions when I have travelled
up and down the line. The ordinary
conveniences and decencies of life are not
provided for where women and children
are travelling long distances. No private
company or business firm would run a
line in such a way as this is run.

How. T. P.O0. ERIMAoB: The Midland
Railway Company do.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I have not had
the experience. I am speaking of thle
line I know of. On other occasions the
carriages have not been properly lighted,
and once when I was travelling, when
there were a large number of women and
children in the carriages, the lights went
out. My light went out, and I went out-

side and found that nearly every light in
teb train was out. Not the'slightest
notice was taken of it. Three stations
were passed, and we were still in dark-
ness. I called the attention of the guard
to it, and he said, " Well, sir, you
had better mention it to the station-
master." I called him over and said,
" Do vou see anything peculiar about this
train "-I do noat know whether he was
blind or colour-blind- if you look
round I thin c you will find nearly every
compartment in dark-ness." I think
there were two compartments with lights
in them. If the officials attended to their
duties properly, directly they saw any-
thing wrong they would attend to it.
Then, if at the stations, shelters, and

Isheds along the line they were to provide
what is required, it would conduce to
business, and protect goods and produce
sent. I really think that if one tried to
imagine or work out a scheme for the
ineffective and inconvenient running of
that line, one could hardly do it better
than by aldopting the present system.
What do we find ? Inconvenience prac-
tic-ally at both ends. By the present
service there is what they termn the mail
train from the Perth end, and another
train from the Albany end, once a week.;
that is to say, the train from Albany
starts at ten minutes past six, at night
time, on Wednesday, and arrives here
practically at noon next day, at half-past
eleven; and, vice versa, leaves here at
hall-past three, getting to Albany next
morning at, I think, half-past eight.

IThese tradis are convenient, but there is
only one each way. The other trains
during tile rest of the week are unisatis-
factory. Before the recent alterations
were maie passengers bad to leave at the
unearthly hour of ten minutes past six in
the morning, arriving at Perth at two
o'clock the following morning, and per-
haps one was a stranger in the city.
Another mode of getting down is to leave
at midnight, as I have often done. I have
been jolted and rocked up and down for
eight and a half or nine hours till I got to
Beverley, and then have had another 121.
hours' journey before getting to Albany.
Recently' I satw in the paper that the
rail way rates were to he revised, and I
thoughit that at all events either the
Government or the railwa) officials who
had the management of th~eSe matters
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would make the present time-table more
convenient than the old one. We find,
however, that whereas we used to leave
at 10 minutes past six and arrive in
Perth at two o'clock next morning, they
have altered the time of departure to a
quarter to six, so that passengers leave
nearly half an hour earlier, and arrive at
their destination at the sarns time as
prior to the alteration. How can the
Government expect the railways to pay
by such methods? I have tried time
after time to see why the time-table can-
not be made at more convenient one. I
do not profess to be an expert on rail-
ways, but I know something of this
service, and I say advisedly that there is
nothing to prevent the train leaving
Albany at eight o'clock in the evening
and getting here at identically the same
time as at present, without hurrying
itself in the least. I asked the officials
who are chiefly responsible for the
management of the railways and the
arrangement of the time-table why the
present time-table was adopted, and the
reply was: " To connect with the gold-
fields line." I said, " Do you get to
Beverley or Perth any sooner?" and
they said, " No." I simply refer to
these matters, and I trust the Govern-
ment will see, at any rate, that a more
reasonable time- table shall be adopted
for the Great Southern service, for other-
wise it will be a deliberate attempt to kill
the business on that line, and instead
of' killing the line, it is the duty of the
Government-and it wouldhe thepleasure
of any business concern-to attend to it.
In, many respects we were much better
served by the old private railway; in fact,
we were much better served by it than.
we are by the Government. The Minister
for Lands has been in that district
recently* , and he knows perfectly well
that in the South-East there is a large
track of important good country' . Ti-
inense settlement has taken place, and
there is every inducement for the Railway
Department to give proper facilities.
Time after tinge I have inquired from
officials, and they' tell me it cannot be
done, in consequence of this thing, that
thing, or the other thing. So far as I
was concerned I could not then check
that assertion, but I can check one thing,
which is a patent fact, and that is that
by the alteration which has now been

I made the journey is half an hour longer
than it was before, and consequently that
muchimore inconvenient to the travelling
public. I am perfectly. satisfied that line
is worthy of more attention than it
receives, and I think the stock used on
tbe line ought to tie kept in a better state
than it has been for somec time. I am in
accord with the Government in bringing
forward a Bill for the amendment of
the constitution with the view of redis-
tribution of seats, and although it is not
a pleasant thingto tiecontinually tinkering
with our Constitution Acts, still it is
one of those matters we should be rather
gratified with, because at any rate it
shows that we are a live Staste, that we are
progressing and growing. The anomnalies
which at present exist with respect to pro-
vinces and districts should be remedied,
but I am not at all in favour of an adjust-
ment of electoral boundaries on a purely
population basis. There is room for a
considerable improvement oil the present
arrangements, and I trust that the Gov-
ernment will bring in a measure that will
at all events protect the agricultural and
pastoral interests. I do not want any
interest to overwhelm another.

RON. W. MALEY: YOU are going to
wipe them out.

HON. S. J. HAYNES: At any rate,
I personally antLnOt. Tarn also in favour
of a reduction of the number of members
in both Houses. When the previous Bill
for an amendment of the constitution by
increasing the number of members was
before this House, I opposed it. We
were then on the eve of federation, though
we bad not decided to join, and I thought
the amendmient proposed an unwise one.
Therefore I opposed it, but I was in a
minority and the Bill was carried, the
numbler of members here being increased
to 30, and there being also an increase in
the other House. Whilst I. would join
in advocating a reduction in the number
of members in both Houses, the reduction
proposed in regard to one place a
compared with that in the other is dispro-
portionate. It has been set forth in
speeches, made I believe by the Premier
and other Ministers of the Crown, that
they propose to reduce the number of
members in this House to 21, this being
a reduction of nine, whereas it is proposed
to reduce the number of members in the
Lower House by four. To my mind that
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is altogether disproportionate, and if
we were going to revert to our old
figures, we should have a very' fair
working House, and business would be as
satisfactorily conducted as it has been
hitherto, at say rate. I believe that one
of the proposals is that when difficulties
occur between the two Houses there shall
be a joint sitting. As far as I &iller
sonally concerned - and I think the
majority of the House are of the 'same
opinion-I should bitterly oppose any-
thing of the sort, for it would practically
wipe this House completely out, and
members would have very little respect
for their own independence if they' voted
for a measure of that kind. In the States
generally' the Upper Rfouse has been of
good service, and as time goes on this
House would, under the present constitu-
tion, be an extremely useful one, and
would prevent, as I feel satisfied it has
done iu the paut, hasty legislation, and
legislation that might be detrimental to
the cairnsunity' at large. T am pleased to
see that the educational system of this
State will be ad ded to by the introduction
of technical schools. This is a step in
the right direction, and I take this oppor-
tunity of expressing my gratification at
the large strides which our educational
system has made in this State. I have
recently had the pleasure of visiting one
or two of the State schools, and T was
astonished at. the efficiency of the teaching.
I was pleased and surprised at the
intelligence and knowledge the children
possessed. I am speaking of country
schools, and if the schools I have visited
are a sample of the schools generally, l am
quite satisfied our educational system is a
great success, and in my opinion that
success will be very materially increased
by adding technical education in the
manner suggested in His Excellency'
Speech. I am in favour of harbour trusts
and boards of that nature, and I hope
the Government will bring in a thoroughly
well-thought-out measure which will meet
the exigencies of the various leading liar-
hours of this State. I believe that had
harbour boards been in existence in the
past, a considerable amount of money
would have been saved, the facilities con-
cerning such harbours would have been
greatly increased, and we should have had
more conveniences for shipping than
we have at the present time. F notice

that the Government, and I think we
all, are satisfied with the progress which
has been made with the Coolgardie
Water Scheme. I was in the minority
when I opposed that scheme, but I
opposed it on two grounds. I1 did not
think the country was in a position to
stand the expenditure of so gigantic a
nature. I also considered that sufficient
details of the scheme bad not been laid
before Parliament to warrant members
entering into so important a contract.
The views I held then have to a certain
extent been supported, because the cost
of the work has been much greater than
the estimate.

RON. T. F. 0. BILMAGE: Ver y little.
HON. S. J. HAYNES: The hon. mem-

ber says very little, h'mt I think it is con-
siderable: the reticulation has to be pro-
vided for. In addition to that, it was
said that the consumers would never pay
the rate mentioned, and it is now admitted
that the rate which was at first proposed
will not pay. I trust that the anticipa-
tions of the warmest sup~porters oif the
scheme will be realised, because if the
scheme turns out unsuccessful it will be
a national disaster. I am glad to see
that the surplus will be spent as pro-
mised. T have not had experience as to
the suitability or unsuitability of the
institutions in Fremantle, but no doubt
there is room for great improvement, and
there is room also for improvement in the
small gaols. The Albany gaol is a dis-
grace to civilisation, and if that institu-
tion is a specimen of the gaols that are to
befound throughout tle country, I say the
sooner they are razed to the ground the
better. The Albany gaol is certainly not a
suitable establishiment for the town: the
wild beasts attbe Zoo havefarbetterbuild-
ings. Anyone entering the Albany gaol
is struck by the insanitary surroundings,
the want of air, and the repulsiveness of
the fittings generally. There is room for
improvement in all the town gaols, and
they should be improved out of any
surplus that exists. I am gratified to
see that the Present Government in their
policy Speech have intimated their inten-
tion of I-ringing down very few Bills.
One of the mistakes in the past has been
the rushing in and passing of a multi-
plicity of Bills and then amending and
tinkering with them the very next session.
In addition, Bills come down from another
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piece at the end of the session when
members cannot give that consideration
to them which the measures warrant.
The result is that the Bills must be
slaughtered or are passed with defects,
causing trouble and ainoyance to this
over- legislated State. I am exceedingly
pleased at the small number of Bills
promised by the Government. The first
measure referred to, the consolidation
and amendment of the law relating to
just-ices, there is room for, because the
Justices Acts are to be found all over the
statute 1b0ok, anud if the laws are consoli-
dated it will greatly assist the justices
and those who have to attend to the
business of the police courts. A Shops
and Factories Act is promised, and I trust
it will be a reasonable measure, having
regard to the fact that this, is not a
manufacturing country. I notice that
there is to be an amendment of the Early
Closing Act. I was one of those who
opposed the passing of that law. I did
not see, nor do I see now, the necessity
for it. The Act has caused a great
amount of injustice and wrong to strug-
gling people; it has been pretty well the
deathi-blow to a, number of small traders.
I trust the amendment will be in the
direction of remedying the injustice done.
The Government are to be congratulated
on their promise of the consolidation and
amendment of the Ooldfields Acts. At
the present time, if a private individual
wishes to know what the mining laws
are--I mean the ining prospector, the
miner, or the shareholder-it is ver~y
difficult to ascertain. A book is handed
to an individual by the Mines Department,
but the law has been amended in so many
directions that it is impossible For any -
one to know what the law really is. It
is quite time that the Goldfields Acts
were consolidated. I am pleased that
there is great progress and prosperity
in the mining, agricultural, and pas-
toral industries of the State. I
trust that under the present Govern-
ment the progress and prosperity will
continue. One of the most pleasin
factors in our progress is land settle-
ment. Settlement along the ag-ricultural
railwa-y lines has been going on by leaps
and bounds. I have recently been
privilege] to go over a small extent of
the country, and -was astonished to find
how much settlement had been effected.

Oon versing with the settlers, J found
they seemed satisfied with their lot on
the land; and I think, as time goes on,
the-re will be a vast population settled,
and satisfactorily settled there, because
in the south-eastern and south-western
portions of this State the bulk of the
land is quite good enough, while our
present land laws are, I trust, sufficiently
liberal. People are attracted to this
State; we want population ; and I hope
the good done by attracting them here
will not be undone by other legislation,
whether or not it take the form of
increased railway rates. Great and
perfectly justifiable dissatisfaction has
recently' been caused by the alteration in
the f reights; and it was, shown to me,
and I am sure to many other members,
that if the rates were enforced in parts
of tbe country distant from the market,
produce could not be forwarded but
wvould be simply wasted; because, after
deducting the cost of produc;tion and
of carriage, the producer would suffer a,
loss. I do not think the alterations in
the rates were opposed so muclh on the
ground that an increase was not justi-
fiable, as on the ground that the incidence
of those rates was absolutely wrong. For
instance, the farmer at Northamn, who V's
in a better position with regard to the
goldfields than one ait the far end of the
Great Southern or the South-Western
line, is better treated than the latter, who
is utterly handicapped by the greatly
increased rates he has to pay under the
present tariff ; and I trust the Govern-
ment will see their way to make an
equitable adjustment, so t hat no injustice
may bie done to the farming industry,
whichb we all know to be one of the most
important in the State, I have been as
brief as I can. It is useless for me to
reiterate what has fallen from other
speakers, with respect to many important
matters mentioned in His Excellency's
Speech. With many of those remarks
I am in accord, though I do not arrive at
my conclusion from the same premises as
were taken by preceding speakers. How-
ever, I trust the legislation which will
be put on the statute book during the
coming session will be for the permanent
welfare of this State, and that in future
our progress will be as rapid and our
success, as great as in the past. I have
pleasure in suppt r'-ing the maotion.
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On motion by Hon. T. F. 0. BRIstAGE,
debate adjourned until the next sitting.

.SUPPLY BILL, .£1,000,000.
Received from thetegislative Assem bly,

and, on motion by the MINISTER FOR
LANDS, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at eight minutes

past 9 o'clock, until the next day.

iLreg(sltibe aszentb1p,
Tuesday, 22nd Tuly, 1902.

Election Return, Swearing-ic-The IntoPremier, Letter
from Mrs. teaks-Ppers pre~ented-Qtiestions to
Ministers, length of notie-Libel Prosecution (R.
0. Sper)-H-ailway Sidi., at Sawyers' Valley-
Dea ti Freemantie lock-up-Land Parchases at
Rocky Baty-Doraiage Sc.heme, Perth Suburbs-
Water Rate at Leederville, Hfelmet to Strike-
Sitting flays and Hours, Amendmient, divi.
sion - Government Business, Precedence - Prin-
tius Committee; Banners Reports, to curtbol;
disiont-8esioual Coniwittees-Supply Bill, all
stages -Address-fin-reply, atond day of debate;
Amendnent-Adonament.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PnRYERS.

ELECTION RETURN-SWEARING-iN.

The SPEAKER reported having received
a return to the writ is~ued for the
election of a member for thet Ifurray (in
room of Mr. W. J. George, resigned),
showing that Mr. William Atkins was
duly elected. The member, being sworn,
took the oath and his seat.

THE LATE PREMIER.
LETTER FROM MRS. LEAS.

THE SPEAKER announced that he
bad forwarded to IM rts. Leake the resolu-
tion passed by the House sympathizing
with her in the loss she ha~d sustained
by the death of her husband; and that

he had received the following letter,
which she asked him to read to the
Rouse:

21st July, 1902.
Please convey to the Legislative Assembly

my sincere thanks for their kind sympathy to
myself and family; also my deep appreciation.
of the honocur paid to my dear husband in
placing on record his services to this State.-
Youws truly, LOUISA E. LEAKK.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREmIER: I, Report of the

Royal Commission appointed to inquire
intoi the conduct and completion of the
Coolgardie Water Scheme. z, Regula-
tions under Lands Acts. 3. Regulations
under Industrial Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Act. 4, Regulations under Trade
Unions Act. 5, By-laws under Ceme-
teries Acts. 6, By-laws under Parks and
Reserves Act. 7, By-laws tinder Roads
Acts. 8, Report dealing with reserves
"1B " under Permanent Reserves Act.
In regard to the first paper, he said the
appendices and evidence had not yet been
printed, nor had be in hand-a sufficient
number of copies of the report to be able
to supply each member with one at
present; but in a couple of days he
would have the whole report, and the
evidence and appendices printed, so that
each member shoid have a copy.

Order; To lie on the table.

QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS, LENGTH
OF NOTICE.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Walter James),
addressing members generally, requested
that in giving notice of questions to be
asked on at future day, the replies should
be made returnable in not less than 48
hours. Two days' notice was short
enough in the case of questions involving
much research. In the case of urgent
questions, Ministers would endeavo.ur to
reply at once.

LIBEL PROSECUTION (Rt. C. SPEAR).
MR. J. L. NANSON asked the

Premier:-s, Why, after the defendant
had pleaded justification, did the Crown
enter a Rolla prose gui in the charge
against Richard Clarke Spear of crimin-
ally libelling Mr. Justice Parker. 2,
Seeing that the defendant pleaded justifi-
cation, and that the charges were made
against a Judge of the Supreme Court,


